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been given maybe 20 minutes instead of two hours. So I
still think we should keep working today to find a way to
give more time to what we know is going to be the tough part
of this session, the budget, and I hope that somebody comes
up with a better plan or that Senator Johnson can satisfy me
that I can vote for his amendment. Thank you.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senat o r Abboud, p l ea se , t h en Senator
Warner.

SENATOR ABBOUD: Mr . President, c olleagues, I rise in
opposition to Senator Johnson's amendment. I just don't see
how this makes any sense at all. We have a bill here, the
bill is already getting printed up, or the bills will be
printed up. They will be brought up before the committee.
The committee will have to take a few minutes to look at the
bill and make a decision on whether they are, in fact, going
to have a hearing for it. I never h av e s een any t h i n g wr o n g
with the committee process. I think it is a good process.
It keeps the public informed. I know some legislation that
comes before the committee that I have listened to, t hey a r e
very t h o u g ht pr ov ok i n g an d a lot of times it takes a f ew
years before the committeesrealize that this t ype o f
l eg i s l a t i on i s g ood . I t h i n k i t pr ovi de s g oo d i nput i n t o
the public on what problems the state is facing in the
future. So I thi nk the committee process, t he p u b li c
hearing is good for the p ublic, i t is good for t he
l egi s l a t o r s a n d I t h i n k w e are really defeating an integral
part of the whole legislative process by doing away with the
committee hearings. Now, my viewpoint has been, a s I
introduced the amendment prior to this, if we a re go ing t o
have any limitation, it should be on the amount that each
senator c h o o ses upon but this approach is something that I
see as c ompl e t e l y i l l ogi c al an d i f we are g o i n g t o l i mi t i t ,
it should be in a different manner.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Warner, please.

SENATOR WAR NER : Mr. President and mem bers of the
Legislature, obviously, the Appropriations Committee wil l
abide by wha t ev e r t h e p r oce s s i s , b u t I wou l d l i k e t o at
least call your attention that the 25th day comes out about
the 13th of February or thereabouts, 15th of February, which
wil l b e ab o u t ha l f way th r ough wh a t we h ad a nti c i p a t e d
because we try to set up our hearings by agencies well ahead
of time using the guideline of what previous sessions have
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