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session only that we can do, one of the things that we can
do again f o r o u r o w n b ecause we need more deliberative time
and we n e ed more f r ee d om to be together on the floor f o r
full debate on the important issues of the day is to lim.'t
t he t o t a l pub l i c he a ri n g time we are going to commit, to
l imi t i t , and a l so t o gi ve t he co mmi t t e e s , i nd i vi du a l l y , t h e
authority to determine at the outset what measures they will
h ear a nd w ha t me a s u r e s t h e y will not hear. Again, thi s
particular provision doesn't mean that any member has his or
her number of bills restricted nor does it mean that any
member automat>cally...that the bill o f a ny me mber is
automatically subject to death. It just simply m eans th a t
the committee has the opportunity to prioritize its t'me on
publ i c h ea r i ng s .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Sen ator Haberman, please, t hen S e n a t o r

SENATOR HABERMAN: Mr. President, members of the body, I
rise t o opp o s ed Se na t o r Joh n s o n ' s latest version to put
handcuffs on the members of the body in this Legislature. A
committee, as I mentioned before, if they act properly, if
they want to, they can hold a full and f ai r p u b l i c h ea r i ng
and ac t on t he i r b i l l s qu i ck l y . But t he n Sen a t o r Jo h n son
goes ahead and there is a hooker in this whole t h i ng . He
says if a senator wants to, he c an ask f o r 25 v ot e s t o h av e
that bill brought forth and have a publ i c h e a r i n g. We l l , I
am going to predict that i f yo u p a ss t h i s , we wi l l sp en d
more time on the floor of this body debating and t r y i n g t o
get 25 votes to have a public hearing on a bill than if we
just went ahead and had the public hearing in the first
place because you are not going to tell me that there aren' t
senators that are not going to stand u p a n d t r y t o have a
public hearing on that bill because he would be a fool if he
d idn ' t . The people would say what did he introduce it for
if he is not willing to stand up on the floor and at least
t r y and h av e a p ub l i c h ear in g b ec a u s e he i s making a
complete ass out of himself not to ask for that. So I might
ask for five bills. There is five hours of debate. Then I
have got to go and get 25 votes, and then pretty soon it
might boil down to, hey, Senator Hall , I wi l l vot e fo r you r
bi l l a nd ha v e a pu b l i c he ar i n g i f you wo u l d vote for mine.
Then p r et t y so on , h ere we go , r i n g- a r ou n d - t h e - r o s y ,
r ing - a r o und - t h e - r o s y , and we wi l l sp end h our a f t e r hou r
debating this. Now if these things are so important, and if
t he w ay t he bod y i s r un n o w i s so d er o ga t o r y a nd s o

Hefner .
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