January 9, 1986

The advertisers insisted on that change and they got it.
The papers cater to where they can get the money because
without money they can't exist. No matter what the
Legislature does, we are not going to get an increase in
salary. So by offering more bills we are not going to make
mecre money. We create more work for ourselves.

SPEAKER NICHOL: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: So maybe what these editors and these
other people who don't understand ought to ask themselves is
why are these people who don't get paid much willing to do
this much work. It is because people perceive their role in
the Legislature differently than it is perceived by editors,
generalists, and the public which has never been very well
informed on anything. We have an obligation to perceive and
understand what our job is and to do it in disregard of all
of the temporary rises and falls in public opinion with
reference to what we do. Not only would 1 like to see no
limit on the introduction of bills, I would like to see an
eradication of the limitation on the days when bills can be
introduced. That is how open I want it to be. I think you
should be able to introduce a bill right up to the day that
we adjourn even if there is no chance for it to be heard.
These artificial restrictions are inhibiting what it is we
are to do as a Legislature without improving efficiency.
You are not imposing an IQ test. You are not examining the
bills to make sure that they meet any standard of
excellence. You are not determining the issues which can be
considered. You are dealing only with numbers, and when you
deal like that, you are dealing with form and not substance.
So as 1 oppose the other limitation, I am opposed to this
one also but, Senator Johnson, well, never mind.

SPEAKER NI1CHOL: Senator Haberman, please, then Senator
Barrett.

SENATOR HABERMAN: Mr. President, members of the body, if
you want to be realistic about it, I don't think three days
are going to make that much difference. Secondly, some of
us aren't blessed with a staff of four so we can get
legislation researched and get the information to get a bill
drafted, because when I research, we write letters and
sometimes the agencies and/or whoever you are writing to
take a long time to answer and you have to get on the phone
to kind of push them a little bit. So if you put a seven
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