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put their feet on the table and chewed tobacco and carved
sticks and spat on the floor, they carried dirks, pistols,
clubs, and had fistfights and brawls on the floor o f t h e
house, literally. Now those were the days. T hat bo r d er s o n
b eing und i s c i p l i n e d an d u n r u l y b u t look around this Chamber
and what do you see? The worst thing somebody might do i s
be eating popcorn or drinking a cup of coffee or something
which is so innocuous that were it not occurring on the
floor of the Legislature nobody would even notice it. I f i t
were not for the fact that the public is going through a
very frustrating time based on a bad economy, I don't think
umbrage would be taken with what the I,eqislature zs do in g t o
t.he ex t e n t t ha t i t >» . I t h i » k , a " I s a nd t h e o ther d a y ,
the L e gislatur e w> l l a l way • b e t h e but t o f u»kx » d j o k e s ,
u nkind statements, and so forth, because it x s a h a n d y
target. Whenever people are upset about the government, no
matter what, they can take a shot at the Legislature because
i t i s v er y v i s i b l e . I t is composed of a large
conglomeration of people who run the spectrum from the
infrared end of hi gh in t e l l ec t u al ach i ev e ment such as
Senator Johnson to the ultraviolet end of t h ose o f u s wh o
are less well-endowed such as myself. That is why you do it
b ecause peopl e w i l l i mm ed i a t e l y l i f t you u p . B ut, a n yway , I
d on' t t h i n k w e should respond to the public every time they
indicate that they don't like what the Legislature is doing
because they don't understand what the Legislature is doing.
S uppose w e wer e t o su gge s t that editors are w riting
edi t o r i a l s of a k i nd t h at we don't like so they can keep
writing editorials but write shorter ones and don't write so
many of them during a given period, you would se e t h em
j umping an d scr e a m in g an d t a l k i ng about you are trying to
inhibit the press. You are inhibiting the freedom o f t h e
press. The Legislature is a greater representative of the
people t h a n t h e p r es s . The pr e ss exists for the purpose of
making money. Th ey are not out there to bring the truth,
enlightenment or anything else. The radio is out there to
make money and so is television, and tha t i s wh y on the
r adio , a n d I l i s t en t o i t a l l t he t i me , you he a r c ommercia l s
rnterspersed here and there with a bit of music or a bit of
chatter called "news". On television the commercials will
come in such a long stream that by the time they get to the
last one if you ask somebody what the first one was they
d on' t e ve n r emember. Th e y t u n e i t o u t . Newsp a p e rs , e v e n
those stalwarts, such as the Lincoln S tar a nd Journal
acknowledge that they change th e c ol o r o f some of their
pages to yellow because their advertisers wanted it yellow.
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