January 9, 1986

absolutely striking to me about the chart is the growth in
bills. We have had an inflationary growth in the 1last 11
years in our bills but we haven't expanded the number of
days in the session, we haven't increased the salary of
state senators, we haven't expanded our energy levels, we
haven't expanded our emotional commitments, we haven't all
become superwomen and supermen. We are the same ordinary
human beings that existed in 1975 and in 1976. We are no
different in composition but we have allowed, we have
tolerated, we have permitted our work load to increase. Now
I sit here at half-time changing the rules for the second
half. My change 1is only to be for this half. It is only
for 1986. It is not for '87 or '88 and I am saying, wait a
minute, the first half that we went through was the most
bruising first half 11 have been through, period, bar none.
I have never been through any more bruising first half. I
spent 90 days in legislative session along with each one of
you, and at the end of the 90 days, I still have 332 bills
left out there to handle. Then I came back. I came back in
September and spent seven days in September trying to
correct a small problem. Then I came back in October. I
spent one month in October. Now I would have thought during
that one month's period of time we could have disciplined
ourselves to limit our bills only to what the Governor's
call was but, lo and behold, in one month's time we managed
to bring in something like 37 different bills, all of which
required some kind of a public hearing, and out of the 37
different bills that were brought in, 27 of them were beyond
the call. We are an undisciplined, unruly bunch. That is
inherent I suppose in us. I am simply saying, wait a
minute, let's have a few standards here so we don't burn
ourselves out and the public out and we can handle our job
more responsibly. So the first item I suggest is we simply
reduce the number of days this year only for the
introduction of bills from 10 to 7.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Thank you. Senator Chambers, then Senator
Haberman.

SENATOR CHAMBERS : Mr. Chairman and members of the
Legislature, I don't know why we have to go over the same
ground again and again unless maybe what Senator Johnson
says is true, we are just an undisciplined, unruly bunch.
But, Senator Johnson, as a reader of history if not an
expert in it, you are well aware of how during the days, the
early days of the House of Representatives, they not only
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