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We are back to the amendment itself. Senator V ar d J o h nson ,
did you wish to speak about your amendment.

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: I thin k what I w o u l d l i ke t o d o ,
M r. Speaker , b e c aus e t he deb a t e o n this may take a little
t ime . I wou l d l i ke t o d i v i d e the question, if I might,
because it is a fairly divisible question with the first
i tem up t o si mp l y be Section I and Section 2 of the
particular rule change, and the gravamen of that is is that
i t s i m p l y p r o v i d e s t h at no b i l l s hall be introduced after
the seventh legislative day. Would that be all right?

SPEAKER NICHOL: Yes, that would be all right.

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: All right, let me begin by speaking to
t hat i ssu e .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Do you wish to speak to the first section?

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: If I m ight. The current rule is that
we have 10 legislative days to introduce bills. That i s t h e
current rule. I say for this session o n l y , f or ' 86 o n l y , I
would like to shorten that tame to seven l e g i s l a t i ve d ay s .
I wo u l d l i ke t o kno ck t hr ee legislative days o ff the
i n t r o d u c t i o n t i me p er i od . The purpose of that frankly is to
b e an i nh i b i t or , an i nh i b i t o r on the aggregate number of
bi l l s t h at wi l l be i nt r o duc e d . The P a ge s a r e p ass i n g
out...putting on your desk a little chart which shows the
h is t o r y o f b i l l i n t r od uct i on s in the Nebraska Legislature
f rom 1975 t h r o ug h 198 6 . Senator DeCamp made a point and I
would l i k e t o t al k ab o ut h i s po i nt . Senator De Camp says ,
you know, b oy s a n d g i r l s , h e sa ys , we have been t h r o ugh a l l
of this before. he says, and how interesting it is, he says,
t he y e ar s t hat we h a ve an y kind of limitation on bills in
our rules, we always end up introducing more bills because
we get around them than the years t hat we d o n ' t h ave any
l im i t a t i on . We l l , I s t opp e d t o check with the deputy clerk
for a moment t o s ee exactly what yea r s we t ook the
limitations off and it turns out we took them off in '83,
'84, and '85. They came off in '83, ' 84, a n d '85. They
were on, h owe v e r , i n '79, '80, 'Bl , a nd ' 8 2 . Now when I
look at the years when we had some kind o f l i m it a t i o n s o n,
l o and beh o l d , we h ad fewer bills introduced,
notwithstanding the representation of Senator DeCamp to the
contr a r y . I mean l im i t at i on s ha v e h a d s o me effect but the
thing that is so striking to me about the chart, what is so
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