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lots of different reasons, it seems clear to me that bill
limits do not work. They don't ac tually accomplish
anything. They are for show and that is about i t . I n t h e
end when we d i d t a k e o f f b i l l l i mi t s , t he wo r l d d i dn ' t end .
We didn't have that many more bills introduced, a few more
now, bu t I t h i nk t hat i s nc because the bill limits are
gone, it is because problems are greater and problems result
in legislation. We don't introduce bills because something
is going good. We introduce bills because something is
going bad and things are not going so good right now in this
state, and so we have bills to deal with those problems. In
good times, you won't see as much legislation. S o to s t o p
now is especially bad as we try to confront the different
issues facing our state. So for all those r easons I w o u l d
suggest t h at b i l l l i mi t s are a bad i d ea an d support
opposition to this amendment and suggest that we move on
with other subjects.

S PEAKER NICHOL: Sen a t o r Ab b o u d , t hen Senato r Ma r s h .

SENATOR ABBOUD: Mr. President, colleagues, I think we have
had a pretty good discussion o f bill limitations. Tha t
wasn't r ea l l y my in t en t w he n I p l ace d t h i s amendment onto
Senator Vard Johnson's amendment onto the rules. I think in
discussing this whole...my amendment onto Senator Vard
J ohnson' s a mendment y o u have to understand that whether we
are going to have a limitation on the amount of bills that
can be introduced is something that t hi s b od y i s go i n g t o
have to decide. But then there is also a second question,
what type of limitation are we going to have? I don ' t kno w
if you have glanced through these in the Journal, Senator
Johnson' s p r opo sa l . I t is a pretty complicated, pretty
complicated proposal, and we may have to have our own legal
counsels in each committee decide what exactly it does mean,
but in looking through Section 4 we find "..hat each committee
is going to have to make a decision on .,hether these bills
are good enough for the committee to hear. So prior tc the
public hearing, they ar e going to be taking straw polls to
determine whether the committee even wants to hear the bill,
and then at the b ottom there in Section 6, it says that
t here w i l l b e a l i mi t on t he amount of bills that can be put
out. I believe for a three day Standing Committee such as
Judic i a r y , w e w o u l d b e l i mi t e d t o no m o r e t h a n 1 5 b i l l s t h at
we could p u t ou t . We l l , my experience in the body has been
that some c ommittees h ave b i l l s t ha t a r e i mportan t i n
particular years and other committees d on' t h a v e q u i t e such
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