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would oppose the Abboud amendment and any attempt to limit
b il l i nt r od u c t i o n s . I h ave always taken that position. I
have always felt it was the right position to take. Senator
DeCamp was talking about the f ootba l l ana l o g y , ch a n g i n g t he
rules in the middle of the ball game. It r eminds me a
l i t t l e b i t , i f you wan t t o hav e bill limitations, if you
decided in football that we had too many running plays, and
too many backs were gaining t oo m any y a r ds , and so you
decided that we were going t o l i m i t t o 2 0 ca r r i e s a gam e
anybody who wants to play football in col l ege , an d so i n
t hat way w e h a v e m or e p a s s es a nd we spread t he b a l l ar ou n d
more, and everybody is happy about that. Well, what about
that person that can do more than that, c an c ar r y t he b a l l
more than 20 times, and can do a good j o b o f d oi n g i t . The
same wit h t h e b i l l i n t r odu c t i o n , some people don't want to
i n t r oduce a l ot of b i l l s , som e do. If they feel they can
handle it and they want to d o i t , I t h i n k i n r ep r e s e n t in g
their districts that is an option t hey shoul d h a ve . I n ou r
democracy, open access is what we try to encourage and so in
my e s t i m a t i o n h av i ng b i l l limits is c ounter to our
democratic principles and not in the best interest of the
general public. I f you do have b i l l l i mi t s , I t h i n k as
Senator Chambers has alluded to, you do have t h e s t r o n g a n d
much more able to get bills introduced than t he weak . Th e
different interest groups are going to be much more able to
get to senators to have them introduce bills than those who
are just citizens with the concern out there, and that is
bad. I think we want to have an equal playing field where
all people have a chance to have t h e i r con c e r n s he a rd a n d I
t hink c e r t ai n l y bi l l l i mi t s eng e n der a rea l con ce r n a b o u t
whether o r no t we can hear t h o s e peop l e b e c a use we would
n ever ge t t h e chan c e t o ev e n h a v e a bi l l o n t h ei r su b j ec t .
Furthermore , w ha t h a p pens is you don't stop anything. You
have the same number of issues, same number of problems, but
i ns t ea d of d ea l i ng wi t h them one at a ti me i n a c l ear
distinct fashion, you merge bills together and get f i v e
bills drawn into one, or yo u j u st end up see i n g t hat b i l l
that looks close to what you want to do and you amend it,
and it is all a lot harder for people to follow. You have a
multipurpose bill. It is hard to fathom what exactly is in
that piece of le gislation versus five pieces that are
clearly set . out so you can follow this or that item which
concerns y ou . So i t is harder for the public to f o l l o w
legislation when you have bill limits because you get bigger
bills and you get more amendments to bills and that makes it
harder for the public to follow the legislation. So for
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