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Senator Wesely .

SENATOR CH AMBERS: Mr. Chairman and members of the
Legislature, these issues come up in response to comments
from people and the public at large who d on't u n d e r s t and a
legislature or its a ctivities, a nd e d i t o r s wh o don ' t
underst and and who d o n ' t c ar e . It is easy for those people
out there to make flippant remarks like the Legislature
should ne v er . ~" "et a g a i n and I wi l l b e h app y . Th en i f a
problem arises that affec s them or theirs, they immediately
say, and it is common throughout this country , t h e r e o u g h t
to be a law. Then when you go into the lawmaking process,
those same people say there are too many laws. What they
mean is the laws that they don't like ought never to have
been passed, but every issue that they would like to see go
their way they feel there ought to be a l a w on i t ma k i n g i t
t hat wa y. So wer e t he r e not generalists rather than
journalists reporting on the Legislature, in other words if
there were people who understood the process,who h a d t o
have some training in at least political science or civics,
they would understand the difference, for example, between a
b i l l a n d a r u l e cha n ge . I was l i st en i ng t o t he r adio g o i n g
to Omaha yesterday and the r epor t e r s kep t say i n g that
Senator Beutler's bill to impose a C ode o f Et h i c s wa s
defeated. They will refer to an amendment as a b i l l . Th e y
don' t k n ow, they don't understand the issue that t hey are
sent to cover, so the way the Legislature is victimized is
by i gn o r ance on t ho s e who a r e supposed t o b e c ove r i n g t he
Legislature. As has often beensaid in the realm of law,
t he i n t e l l i ge n c e an d ab i l i t y o f an attorney is lzmited by
t he l e ve l of znt e l l i gen c e and ability of the judge who hears
the case. If the judge is a nincompoop and a dumbbell, you
need not quote precedent or go into involved legal theories
because he or she is not going to understand i t . You hav e
to give the homey examples like, by god, t hi s f e l l ow w a s
screaming like a hog with his snoot stuck under the gate,
and the judge rears back and feels right at home because
that is not above and beyond his abili y to comprehend. So
w hen th e pub l i c i s r ead i n g m is i n f o r m a t i o n fed to them by
reporters, well-meaning but uninformed or who simply don' t
care, how can you expect the public to react as informed
people would react. The public is not to blame b ut we a r e
to blame when we allow ou rselves to be stampeded into
forsaking the job that we are to do as legislators. O ur j o b
is to make laws. If somebody who is xn this body feels that
there are 20 issues that need to be dealt with, that person
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