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all stay in our seats. And I think it is particularly
difficult on the Sergeants-at-Arms who are driven nuts in a
situation like that, running around and trying to keep us
all sitting 1n ocur seats, listening to the debate intently.
So 1 think the...Senator Wesely has made my case. Thank
fou, Senator Wesely. So I think we should give us all a
break. By adopting this rule it will simply mean that we're
not required to be under call the whole time. We can still
go under call if that is necessary. Any members can still
ask to put us under call if he'd like us to be under call
for the debate, but we don't have to and I think most of all
we owe it to our Sergeants-at-Arms to adopt this proposal.
Thank you, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Withem. Under our

new system, you don't have to talk in right to the
microphone, Senator.

SENATOR WITHEM: Thank you, thank you. I'll try to be
quiet, thank you. Mr. President, members of the body, I,
likewise, support this proposal. I would like to put a
little different perspective on it in all due respect to
Senators Morehead and Hoagland. Their arguments made it
sound like this is more of a for the Senator's personal
convenience sort of thing so we are not physically having to
sit in our seats and we can get up and relax and such. 1
guess the perspective I'd like to put on it is that I think
we have two different types of duties here. We have a duty
to participate in and be attentive to the deliberations of
the body. We also have a duty to perform other tasks, meet
with constituents, answer telephone calls, work on
legislation, work with our staffs, work with the bill
drafter's office, other sorts of personal types of
responsibilities. Most of us I think do a fairly effective
job of balancing those two. We are here and attentive to
the debate and our responsibilities on the floor, but we
also find some time to slip away to do those other
responsibilities. During the time we're under call we don't

have that option. We are forced to be here and be attentive
to the floor debate at all times. Those other tasks then
sometimes go wanting. During the time we're on Final

Reading and the bills are being voted on one at a time in
kind of machine gun fashion, it's probably a good proposal
that we be here and that we cast these votes and that we are
attentive. However, in the times that the two senators have
described when we are basically debating bills, motion after
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