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all stay in our seats. And I t h i nk i t i s pa r t i cu l ar l y
difficult on the Sergeants-at-Arms who a r e d r i ve n n u t s i n a
s i t u a t i on l i k e t h at , t unning around and trying to keep us
al l : ;] t t i ng i n ou r seats , l i s t e n i » g t o t he d eb a t e i nt en t l y .
So I think the...Senator Wesely has m ade my c a s e . Than k
you, Senator Wesely. So I th ink we should g i v e u s al l a
break. By adopting this r ule i t wi l l s i mp l y m e a n t h a t w e ' r e
not required to be under call the whole time. We can still
go under call if that is necessary. Any members can still
ask to put us under call if he'd l i ke u s t o b e under c a l l
for the debate, but we don't have to and I t h i nk m os t o f a l l
we owe it to our Sergeants-at-Arms to adopt this proposal.
T hank you , Mr . P re s i d e n t .

P RESIDENT: T h e C h a i r r eco g n i z e s Senator Withem. Under our
new s y s t em , you don ' t h av e to talk in ri ght t o the
m icrophone, S e n a t o r .

SENATOR WITHEM: Thank you, thank you . I ' l l t r y t o be
quiet, thank you. Mr P resident,members of the body, I,
likewise, support this proposal. I would like to put a
little different perspective on i t i n a l l due r e sp e ct t o
Senators Mor eh e ad a n d Hoagland. Their arguments made i t
sound like this is more of a for the Senator's personal
convenience sort of thing so we are not physically having to
sit in our seats and we can get up and relax and such . I
guess the perspective I'd 1'ke to put on it is that I think
we have two different types of duties here. We have a duty
to participate in and be attentive to the deliberations of
t he body . We a l so ha v e a duty to perform other tasks, meet
with con stituents, answer telephone cal ls, work on
l egi s l a t i o n, wo r k with our staffs, work with t h e b i l l
d rafter's office, oth e r sort s of p er son al t ypes o f
responsibilities. Most of us I think do a fairly effective
job of balancing those two. We are here and attentive to
t he d e b a t e and ou r r espons i b i l i t i es on t he f l oo r , but we
a ls o f i nd ome t i me to slip away to do thos e other
iesponsibilities. Du r ing the time we' re u nder c a l l we d on ' t
have t h a t op t i o n . We a re f o r c e d t o be her e and be attentive
to the f loor debate at all times. Those other tasks then
sometimes go wan ting. During the time we ' re on Fi n al
Reading and the bills are being voted on one at a time in
kind of machine gun fashion, i t ' s pr o b a b l y a good pr o posa l
that we be here and that we cast these votes and that we are
attentive. However, in the times that the two s enator s h a v e
descr i bed when we ar e b as i c a l l y deb a t i n g b i l l s , motion after
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