
January 8 , 19 8 6

somewhat clear--clearer than the ambiguity that is there
r igh t no w. Now, w het he r or not that is going to be
beneficial as Senator Chambers pointed out, I don't know but
we do spend a lot of time in this body d ebating whether o r
not we can do certain things occasionally and I always
thought it was the job of the Rules Committee to t ry t o
clear up those kinds of circumstances whenever t hey arose .
N ow whether o r n o t w e s h o u l d have a situation that requires
30 v o t e s t o r evi ve a bill killed or not is a different
question. Maybe we shouldn't but the fact of the matter is
we all know that a constitutional amendment which is drafted
as a resolution requires exactly the s ame steps and
procedures in terms of a public hearing, in terms o f t h e
three stages of debate that a bill does and it makes no
sense to me that the rule is not clear t hat woul d i ndi c a t e
that if that is the case, if we are going to treat it that
way, then as long as we treat bills in the manner that we do
now, we had ought to treat this the same way. Now I do n ' t
really care. If you want to go the other direction and you
w ant t o say , okay , w e are going to have bills, you can
r evive an y b i l l t h at i s k i l l ed wi t h on l y 25 votes, that is
all right. We are going to have another occasion to do that
a l i t t l e l at er on , but I wou l d p l e ad wi t h you t o t r eat t hem
both the same since we deal with them both the same out
here. It just s eems to me that the Rules Committee is
trying its best to come up with some procedures that would
take less time later on in thxs b ody and maybe make us l o o k
a little less ridiculous to those folks that are in the
b alcony wa t c h i n g u s o c c a s i o n a l l y . T hank you , Mr . P re s i d e n t .

P RESIDENT: T h e C h a i r recognizes Se nator M o r e head. T here i s
an amendment on the desk. I r e cogn i zed he r , I di d . . . yes, go
ahead, Senator . Proce e d, Se n a tor M orehead. D o you wish t o

SENATOR MOREHEAD: I d on' t w an t t o spe a k to the amendment.
I w i l l wai t . I hav en ' t h ea r d the amendment or seen the
amendment. I want to speak to the issue as it e xis t e d
before the amendment.

PRESIDENT: T he r e i s an amendment on the desk but I d i d
recognize you. If you wish to talk now, you may.

SENATOR MOREHEAD: All right, thank you, Mr. President.
Mr. President and members of the b ody, I sin cerely
appreciate Senator Vickers' comments. Maybe in light of the

speak to this measure?
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