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speech. The law is not vague. It is quite clear. Let me
just make two points again, three points. First of all, the
only thing you are doing is making the current law with
respect to nonfood items the same for food items, $25 for
one month. Tell me logically what is the difference between
food and a bowling ball, or a briefcase, or whatever. The
law should be the same for all of them, for all these
different items. Secondly, and this point hasn't been made
and it should have been made a dozen times. We now collect
our expenses. We now are reimbursed for our food and for
our ledging. How do you expect the zublic out there to
understand that they are paying us for food and at the same
time some of us are eating most of our meals for free? That
makes no sense whatsoever. They are never going to
understand that and they shouldn't understand it because it
is not right. It 1is not right. It is also not right that
they pay us so little but those are separate guestions.
Those I think are the points that I want to make but I have
talked before about our public image and surely, surely
there is not one person in here that doesn't
believe...surely we all believe that these wining and dining
headlines hurt the institution. I cannot believe that
somebody could tell me to my face that that image is not
destructive to the institution. This is not a campaign
matter. This has been an issue of mine from vyear one. It
was up before you last year before you funneled it off to
the Rules Committee. It is a lasting thing and it will be
back here every year that I am here. I don't think thLere is
anybody that cares more about the institution than I do. I
really don't. And it is because 1 care about the
institution that I bring this to you, and whether I am
Governor next year, or whether I am John Private Citizen
next year, someday I am going te find my way back to this
institution and I want to be here again because I do care
about it. It 1is a great institution and we can make it a
lot better. We can make it the best in the nation. We are
positioned to be the best in the nation, and if we can keep
doing some little things to make us more independent, such
as we have done with our staff, we have done in a whole
number of ways in recent years. We have made ourselves more
independent and stronger and I know it is hard to change old
habits. They are always hard to change. We can't figure
out how it is not going to be embarrassing when you have to
ask about the cost of the meal. Well, you won't have to ask
about the cost of the meal because new assumptions will be
made. The assumption will be that you don't buy these guys
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