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Constitution. Now there are some freedoms, not that the
Constitution can grant, but that it supposedly protects,
that are supposed tc be important to a d e mocr a cy . Ther e i s
freedom of the press so that they can write anything that
they want to, even if it is not true, even if it i s no t
accurate, and even though a lot of them do that, I think the
press should still be free from licensure and governmental
c ontro l b eca u s e t he on l y r e as o n t h e Const i t u t i on wou l d
protect the press against restrictions by government i s
because those who founded the Republic felt that one of the
main obligations of the press is to criticize government,
examine government, scrutinize it, and those of us who are
supposed to go v e rn an d m ake k nown to the public anything we
do or say that they feel is of public concern even if they
are totally wrong and mistaken. So freedom of the press is
very important. I don't even need to talk about freedom of
rel i g i o n b eca u se ev e r y b ody knows the importance of t hat .
Freedom of assembly,the right to associate with whomever
you p l ea s e , t o a ssoci a - ..~. with others, to petition your
government for redress of grievances, that is an important
f reedom. T h e n t he freedom of speech which I think is more
important than all of the others a nd I t h i nk p eo p l e s h o u l d
be fairly understanding of why that freedom is so important,
but there is a fifth freedom which the fr amers of the
Constitution neglected to mention and that is the freedom of
off i c i a l s , no t ab l y l eg i s l at or s , t o mooch . So t h e f i ve
freedoms of sp eech , p r es s , r el i g i o n , as se mbl y and the
freedom to mooch, to sponge, to beg, to eat off people, to
drink off them and say that in order to f unction as a
l egi s l a t o r t h i s r i gh t m u s t b e he l d a s i nv i o l at e a s the o t h e r
four. Would anybody dare to impinge on somebody's r i gh t t o
p rac t i c e h i s o r h er r e l i gi on ? N o. The immunity o f a

egis l a t o r w h e n h e o r she says what e ve r we p l ea se o n t h e
floor of the Legislature, n o, bu t I wou l d l i k e t o poi n t ou t
to Senator DeCamp that that immunity that grants us the
right to s ay wh -.tever we f ee l on t he f loor of t he
Legislature is pertaining to what comes out of the mouth,
n ot wh a t go es i n . So I wouldn't equate the freedom of
s peech o r v i go r o u s d e b at e o n the floor of the Legislature
with what has been raised to the right to mooch. I heard
Senator Marsh talking about ho w i f you c an ar r a nge t h i s
stuff so you can get your meals at the end of the month and
then get them again free at the first of the month, t hat i s
not so bad. I haven't eaten and drunk $25 worth of anything
off of the lobbyists in the 16 years I have been down here.
Those who call themselves lobbyists and have co m e t o my
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