January 8, 1986

1 say 1 can't conscientiously do it, that is the end of it.
They don't pester me further and they don't pester you

further. I think it is wrong for us to stand up here and
say, we, as members of the Legislature, are not going to
talk to any lobbyists because they represent a group out
there in the state, so, therefore, 1 will not discuss

anything with the lobbyists, 1 will not go to lunch with
them or anything of this nature, and I think we are way off

bane 1n tal%.ng about this and in doing this. In my
opinion, missing committee hearings is a lot worse than some
of the things we are talking about so far. That is my

opinion, we shouldn't be missing committee hearings. If we
miss committee hearings, this could be bad conduct on our
part and that committee or that committee chairman or the
speaker could reprimand me if I don't attend committee
hearings. It 1is necessary sometime that people step out
from committee hearings. 1t is done over and over and over.
Instead of addressing something of that nature, here we are
talking about personal items, I think, that are far out of
bounds as to what we should be discussing on this floor. 1
don't go along with this code of conduct because I don't
think it is necessary. 1 don't know that anybody is
complaining about our code of conduct and if they should,
they should come to us directly and say so and if they don't
want to do that, they can throw us out at the next election.
So I am not ashamed of my conduct and I am not ashamed of
anybody else's conduct here. As long as we let people wear
what they want to and we condone it...

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SPEAKER NICHOL: ...that is fine. I don't have any problem
with it. T wish it would be a little more severe, maybe I
would get a new suit out of the deal. But be that as it

may, I just think we are clear out on a limb here by saying
to the people of the state there is a lot of skullduggery
going on in the Legislature and, by golly, we are going to
correct it. I don't think we are going to correct a thing.
Thank you, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Higgins. Senator
Chambers is next.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Have to get used

to these new microphones. Senator Chambers, I am delighted
that the proposed rules do not apply to personal attire.
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