
J anuary 8 , 1 9 86

Legislature, coming here in 1986 it is somewhat strange to
talk into what appears to be the antennae of an i n sect b u t
w e have t o b e a b l e t o cha n g e with the times too and as high
tech en c r o a ches ev e r y w here e lse i t m ay a s w e ll co m e i n t o t h e
Legislature. No w, Senator Beutler mentioned judges and
lawyers a s b e i n g pe o p le wh o must comply with various codes.
First of all, many of them do not and they are the judges of
whether or not t hey do . The r e was a judge who was fo u nd t o
be do in g t h i n g s wi t h h i s f ema l e employees that ought not to
be done and the commission that reviewed the matter, even
though the investigating judge said, this man should be
removed, said simply suspend him without pay for six months,
so I i mm e d i a t e l y f e l t t h a t wa s no t adequate an d t h at h ad
such a man done something like that to a female member of my
family, my sister or a friend of mine, he would have been
dealt with far more harshly than that. So it took outside
pressure. I talked to the media every time I had a chance,
then Senator Higgins joined the hunt and they s ay , i f you
run with the pack, you share the kill. We were h ot on t he
trail of the rascal and he quit. So judges a r e n ot be i ng
real l y p r o p e r l y d i sc i p l i n e d o r r egu l at e d by the c odes under
w hich t h ey supp o sed l y operate . The sam e w ith l awy e r s .
There is so much antilawyer attitude in this state with all
of their codes and all of their sel f - p o l i c i n g t h at some
people feel that lawyers ought to be abolished, the
profession of l awyering. So far, no member of the
Legislature has been drummed out of office due to universal
or almost universal public scorn a s ha s h a p pened w ith a t
least one judge and another one was voted out of office up
there where Senator Murphy used to l ive o r l i v es now. No
member of the Leg islature, t o m y know l e d ge , h as b ee n
indicted or tried and convicted of a felony which is more
than can be said fcr people in other political offices like
the Attorney General who happened t o b e a l awye r . So when
you look at the nature of the work being done by judges, the
awesome power that one judge has, which can e x t e n d a s f ar as
sentencing somebody to die, taking away the parental rights
of a person, no member in this Legislature has that kind of
power. So the nature of the work be i n g d o n e an d t h e p ow e r s
being exerted are entirely different b ut I unde r s t a n d w h y
Senator Beutler made the comparison, to show that there are
different groups th at are r u l ed b y cod es o f c onduct .
Senator Wesely said, and it was such a plaintiff plea for
f a i r n e s s a s f ar a s salaries are concerned, he almost got me,
tie the code of conduct to our low pay. The Legislature,
whethe r i n Ne b r as k a or any other state, has always been the
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