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as high as it should be, that the public has concerns about
this and that. If you would take the time, and I am sure
some of you will, to check the polls that have gone on on
state legislatures and governors for about the last 25 to
30 years t h a t t hey h av e be e n k eeping p r e t t y go od r eco r d s ,
the Nebraska Legislature has consistently come out almost
exactly the same place that all the other legislatures
across the United States do. Whether you have the strict
c ode o f c on d uc t o r whe t h e r y o u h a v e this or that special
accountability commissions, legislatures are a com posi t e , a
composite of all the types of citizens that make up society
from the lawyer who some think is the shyster to the real
estate dealer who some think is the greatest person that
ever was because he sings in the church choir, to others who
think he is a hustler because he peddles real estate for far
more than it's worth, but, by and large, the polls show
this, and I don't have the exact numbers but it i s p r e t t y
much like this. Our individual legislator, o ur Sammy or o u r
John, or our Wiley or our Tom is the best one down the"e.
H e is on e o f t he goo d o n e s . Now, the rest of them as a
group are about mediocre to average but at least we got a
good one and that is true whether it's Nebraska o r I owa o r
Colorad o or New Yor k . And overall I th ink ju st among
o urselves t h o s e who h ave b een h e r e a whi l e k n o w t h i s , and I
think the press knows this, at least the members sitting up
t here t h a t h a v e b ee n a r o unc h e r e a while, if you were going
t o p i c k a "clean Legislature" if you wanted t o us e t h at
word, I would have to guess the Nebraska Legislature, for
whateve r r e ason , mayb e i t ' s our Nebr as k aness , our
Unicameralness, or a thousand different things, is probably
about as clean as any Legislature y~u are going t o f i nd i n
the United States and I don ' t t h i nk t here i s an yb o d y wh o
would question that. Yet, more than m aybe a ny other
L egi s l a tu r e i n t he United States, we seem obsessed wi t h
flagellating ourselves, with questioning this or t hat , not
respecting what the public said when t h ey se n t Joe or Tom
down here or took B ill or Tom out, but trying to find some
r eason why w e need a new l aw to regulate us a little more
t i g h t l y . We h av e ou r c on s t i t u t i on al l i mi t at i on s . We have
our criminal statutes. We h ave our public exposure in the
press constantly. We have all the laws in the books but now
we n e e d ano t h er spec i a l "code of conduct" that adds
additional ambiguity, but more than that it adds additional
poten t i a l fo r mi sch i ef and p ot e nt i a l t o hurt and I am going
to use an example because I think it is irresponsible for me
to pr o pose a code o r anyb o dy e lse t o p r o p ose a code where
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