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n ot an ex c e l l e n t l eg i s l a t u r e already. It is an excellent
Legislature. By all standards, by al l nat i o n a l c o mpar i sons
that have been taken from time to time our Legislature
always r at es v er y , ve r y h i gh . We don't have continuing
corruption. We d on't have that pattern. We don' t hav e a
pattern of venal behavior. We have a very good pattern of
behavior in this particular body. But we are still not
highly thought of in terms of the public and there are a
number of reasons for that, but I think some of the reasons
relate to some of the items in this particular code of
conduct and I think that i f w e c an a d d r es s s ome o f t h o s e
items, that our credibility i n th e p u b l i c eye wi l l go up
measurably. Our credibility in the public eye has r ecent l y
gone down measurably. F r om time to time when polls are
taken, the Legislature, it's usually about 49 o r 50 p er c e n t
g ive us a p a s s ing g r ade and t h e rest say we fail. This last
time when a poll was taken our passing grade was down around
4 0 percent r a t h e r t han u p around 50 pe r c ent . So f or one
r eason o r anot he r we continue to suffer f rom s e r i o u s
credib i l i t y pr ob l ems . We do have the Poli tical
Accountab i l i t y and Disc l o sur e Ac t and that imposes a
standard upon us already in a number of ways. But what I am
a sking yo u t o co ns i d e r today is the adoption of some new
standards, standards that would enable us t o go b ack t o ou r
p ubli c h e r e i n N e b r a ska and s a y , we abide by the best set of
standards in the country; nobody, no body d o es mo r e t h a n w e
d o t o t r y t o kee p o u r operation clean and independent. I
think that the timing for this is perfect and I t h i n k t h at
when you look and start thinking about the provisions of
this code that it will not seem very radical to you at all.
And as we go through them one by one, I h ope you w i l l l oo k
at them in as ob jective a l i gh t as yo u can an d r eal l y
examine whether they are radical or not. I think they are
v ery r e a sonabl e an d v e r y modes t . T o hi g h l i g h t t h e p r op o s a l
which should be on your desk right now, it contains eight or
nine major provisions and I have also passed out to you the
rules of the U.S. House of Representatives Th is code that
we are considering today is b ased l a r g e l y up on t h e c od e
already a d op te d a n d h a s b e e n i n effect for some time in the
U.S. House of Repre sentatives. So, obv i ou s l y , t he
provisions are not radical in any respect. T hey are a l r e a d y
in use in this country, a number of them. Of course,they
have been ad op t e d , of cou r se , to our local conditions and
s ome addi t i o n a l p r o vi si o n s have been added . Bu t the seven
or e i gh t m a j o r pr ov i s i o n s in c l u d e a l i mi t at i on o n t h e nu m ber
of free meals that may be provided by l obbyists. It
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