
January 8 , 19 8 6

CLERK: Mr. President, I have a series of a mendments. T h e
first motion I have to adoption of the permanent rules is a
proposal by the Rules Committee. That was reported to the
floor of the Legislature last session. The proposal r eg a r d s
a n a d d it i on a l n ew r u l e r eg ar d i n g the code of o fficial
conduct .

PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Morehead.

SENATOR MOREHEAD: Mr. President and members of the body,
t hi s wa s a p r op o s a l that was brought to the committee by
Senator Beutler. It was acted upon in March o f l as t y e a r ,
printed in your Journal, and I believe you have copies of
that on your desk to refresh your memory since I know it has
been some time ago. It is self-explanatory and there are a
few things that I would just like to g i v e you a l i t t l e
b ackground o n. I n 19 69 t h e Nebraska Legislature enacted
LB 75 which was then codified in our statutes and this in
effect was a code of conduct for the Nebraska Legislature.
But in 1976 under LB 987, which established t he Di s c l o s u r e
a nd Accountab i l i t y C o mmiss i o n , we then deleted this from our
statute. So the idea of a code of conduct in some form or
another is not foreign to the Nebraska legislative body.
With that background and that premise, the Rules Committee
felt that it w a s i ndeed appropriate t hat we h ave t h e
opportunity as a body to discuss that and that is why the
Rules Committee has advanced this for your consideration.

PRESIDENT: Is t here discussion? Senator Beutler, did you
wish the f l oo r ?

S ENATOR BE U TLER : Mr . Spe ake r and me mbers of the
Legislature, at a time when the Legislature is about t o d ea l
w ith s o me v er y , ve r y d i f f >cu l t p r ob l em s at a time when we
are going through some economic diffxcultxes and we n ee d al l
o f t h e c r e di b r l i t y t ha t we can p o s s i b l y h ave , I t hi nk we
have the o p portunity here to start out with a str ong,
positive note for the public address ing ou r o wn r ules a n d
addressing our own conduct and demonstrating to t he pub l i c
that we , o u r se l ve s , a r e w il l i n g t o h ol d ou r se l v e s t o t h e
highest of standards. Let me orient you a little bit more
and remind you about the code o f con d uc t a n d s o me o f t h e
provisions in it. First of all, let me s tart out and
preface my remarks by indicating to you that I do not come
to you with this proposal thinking that our Leg i s l a t u r e i s
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