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from reading it, it tends to m ake bi l l s i n t r od u c ed by th e
Governor, even though members of the Legislature may have
i dent i c a l bi l l s on t he same subject but go a sl i g h t l y
different direction but dealing with the subject , I t h i nk i t
gives a competitive edge, an unfair edge t o t h e G ov e r n o r ' s
bills. I sugg est t hat y ou don't dest ro y o r c r eat e a
competitive system that you use, what you do is this, what I
h ave handed o u t , you t ak e t h e existing system and you st i l l
use it only you m ake it, expedite it for the specia l
session. So my amendment does as follows: T h e Reference
Committee would reference the bill to the Standing Committee
handling that. The second t h ing i t wou l d do , i ns t ead o f
waiting seven calendar days and having notices, you could
have a he ar i n g as so on as possible, within an hour i f
necessary , o r app r o p r i at e . The maximum amount of delay
would be five calendar days. The next thing is the filing
of the report. We all know on particular bills we delay
filing the report, maybe if you want time to r ework a b i l l
or try to get it reconsidered, you have eight days. In a
s pecia l ses si o n, I wou l d co l l ap s e that to 24 hours. In
other words, the Chairman couldn't play ,:round w i t h t h e
bi l l . He wou l d h a v e t o report it one way or the other. And
then there is eight calendar days under the existing system
to force the Chairman to do something. I w ould c o l l a p s e
that to 24 hours. What about getting a bill on t he f l oo r
t hat h a s b e e n k i l l ed ' ? It now requires 30 votes within the
time frames that most of us would have to w ork. I ch ang e d
t hat , I a l l ow you t o f i l e t h at motion and get the action
going and d o i t wi t h 25 votes, the m a jority o f t h e
Legislature, which is what I t h i nk i t shou l d b e. So I
maintain the existing system, but I make it work within the
shorter time frame and I think that is the appropriate thing
to do, not destroy the committee system, not destroy the
ability of legislators to deal w ith t h e i ssu e s , s i m p l y m a k e
it functional to do it within seven or eight or ten days
maximum so you can do it efficiently but fairly. S o I wou l d
ask you t o sup p o r t t he amendments if you are go i n g t o d o
anything on this subject, or in the alternative to kill the
r ules ch an g e s p r o p o s ed . I would ask Se nator Beutler to
support it which I understand he is not going to. With that
said I would ask you to support the amendment and consider
whether you want to create a separate system that could be
u sed, no t j u s t b y a Kerrey , '~ut b y any Go v e r n o r i n t ne
future when they don't like or they have the i n ability to
get a particular idea or proposal passed out here u sing t h e
regular system. I a s k yo u to s uppor t t he p r op o s a l or do
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