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this grain to these people that are in so much need should
be borne by the people of this n ation , n o t b y i nd i vi du a l
grain farmers whether they be i n Nebraska o r an y p l ace
e lse . Li k e I say . I h av e as much concern for the starving
people in Ethiopia or any other country, but I also believe,
very strongly, that simply because you are i n t h e b u s i n e s s
of producing food doesn't mean tha t you h av e a moral
obl i g a t i on t o do z t a t a l os or to give it away. I t h i nk
w e as a na t i on shou l d sho w some sensxtxvity toward those
countries. We as a nation, as a p e o p l e , sho ul d r e cog n i z e
that in order to help two sorts of members of society, those
s tarving people on th e one hand and ou r agricultural
producers on t he ot h er , t hen we a s a n at i on h ave an
obl i g a t i o n , i t seems t o me, to b ring those two t hings
together. I support the resolution, but,as I s ay , I h av e
some concern about resolution. . .o r r e s o l v e n u mber one , and
that it is not interpreted in t he wrong way , i n t he wr on g
fashion. Thank you, Hlr. President.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Schmit, please.

SENATOR SCHMIT: Nr. President and fellow members, I have
been working on this resolution for a long wh i l e . I hav e
discussed it with many members of the body. I agr ee with
much of what has b een said here, and I appreciate the
concerns t h a t h av e b e e n e x p r e s sed by Senator Vickers that
the responsibility for feeding the starving people of the
world d oe s n ot be l ong solely with the American and the
Nebraska farmer. One of the things I have tried to do over
the years is to improve the prospects for t he expor t of
grain. We know that those prospects h ave been se v e r e l y
damaged ove r t h e y ear s by the intervention of the United
States Government. We hear a lot of conservation now about
how we expect and how the government is supposed t o g e t ou t
of agriculture. The facts are that every time agricultural
prices are improving, the federal government has gotten into
agriculture to hold the prices down, has been a bipartisan
effort, Republican and Democratic presidents have done i t
with i mpu n i t y . I be l i eve t hat there are other efforts,
major efforts, to feed starving people. I said this when
S enato r Ch a mber s b r o u g h t forth the resolution about . . . i n
which he tried to create a real sensitivity relative to the
president's visit to the cemetery at Bitbu r g . I sai d at
that time that I was very much concerned about the fact that
40 year s l at er we a r e now concer ne d ab o u t t he injustices
that were vested upon the Jewish people. But at the time we

7034


