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to support this resolution.

back to the state unemployment funds. There was a committee
formed to study this back in 1983 which consisted o f t w o
from railroad management, a president of the Association of
the American Railroads and Chairman of the National Railway
Conference along with labor . The y w o r ked v e r y h ard . The y
submitted their conclusions in June of 1984 . The me mbers of
the committee unanimously were in favor of the r ai l r o a d
managing their own system. I might add that from about 1981
to 1983, the number of railroad employees decreased from
about 514 , 0 0 0 d o wn t o 3 88 , 0 00 , a dr op of 25 p e r c en t i n
18 months. No system could really afford the compensation
t hat t h at wo u l d cal l for in their states. T he a ve r a g e
nationwide unemployment is $ 16 5 a wee k . The r ai l r o a d
e mployees and t h e railroad management prefer to h ave t h e i r
own system which has worked very well through a l l o f t he se
years and their employment i s $ 135 a week . Rai l r o ad
management saw fit to increase the funding so that it was
solvent. The railroad workersa 'so i n c r e a sed t he f u nd i n g .
I t h i n k i n l i gh t of al l o f t h i s and the railroad employees
that we have within the State of Nebraska, I certainly ask
for support from this body for this resolution. There is no
system that could really stand the effects, if it was a
l arge r e d u c t i o n i n ra. lroad employment, to absorb w hat t h e
c ompensation would be, ye t the railroad employees are
willing to have their own and management and i t h a s w o r k e d
very successful. I mi ght add it is probably just another
way of maybe trying to shift and trying to cut t h e w o r k in g
person from the federal government and something else for
the states to pay. I certainly hope that this body sees fit

SPEAKER NI CHOL: Se na t o r Wesely, then Senator Hal l and
S enator P i r s c h .

SENATOR WESELY: I th ink we ought to be brief on this and
I ' l l j u s t say I a gr e e w i t h the other comments made. Thi s
would be bad for Nebraska, particularly because of a l l o f
o ur r a i l r oa d w o r k e r s. I d i d n ' t s i gn t h i s b ecause I w a n t e d
t o l o o k at i t , I h av e s t u d i ed it and I think it makes sense
for Nebraska in particular to oppose this practice and
support this resolution.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Oka y . Senato" H a l l .

SENATOR HALL: (No r esponse. )
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