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those lengths of trains, and if they are going to use them,
to make certain that the crossings are not blocked more than
a specified length of time in their statutes or in the
various city ordinances across this state. I would ask for
the adoption of this resolution, Mr. President.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Wesely, please.

SENATOR WESELY: Tha nk you , M r . Sp e a ke r and members , I
passed out two articles dealing with the problem we had here
i n L i n c o l n abo u t . . . I gu e s s i t was almost three weeks ago.
We had a situation where two very long trains and both on
Monday af t e r n o o n b r oke d own r i gh t acr o s s, down by t h e
penitentiary, down there by Highway 77 and South 9th Street.
Eor two hours traffic was blocked and late in the afternoon
when the heaviest t raffic flow is. It was an awfu l
situation. The train t hat b r o ke d own w a s ove r 200 cars
l ong . And , obv i o u s ly , blocked the intersection for more
t han t e n m i nut e s i n v i ol at i on o f t he s t a t e l aw . I t h i nk i t
rs clear that we can get to a point of b eing r i d i cu l o u s i n
terms of the long trains. I n t h i s ci t y and ot h e r ci t i e s we
have many crossings in which a train h as t o g o a n d we ar e
wil l i ng t o see t h at h appen, obv i ou s l y t h ey are ve r y
important, but, this is r i d i c u l o u s t o go t h i s f a r . I t h i n k
the resolution makes sense. We have had a serious problem
i n L i n c o l n and I ' m su r e o t he r towns in the state have had
similar experiences and we ought to at least send a warning
and an indication of concern to the railroads to try and not
have t ha t r e pe a t e d .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Nelson. May I an n o u n ce , I h ave
b een asked t o ann o u nce , i n Room 2102 between eleven today
and noon, there is a reception for Dale Godfrey that many of
you know. So those of you who would like may wish t o d r op
. in at 2 102 b e t ween now and no on . S enator N e l s on , p l ea s e .

S ENATOR NELSON: Mr . Sp ea ke r a n d members of the body, I ,
too, rise in support of this resolution. I think as most of
you know I probably somewhat have a personal interest in
this and I wan t to bring that out. I contacted the
Burlington-Northern Railroad about a week ago on t h i s v er y
same matter, of concern to my area, as well as the crossings
in the rural area, the same thing that Senator Lamb has. I
pointed out the concern of the employees and their safety as
well as the length of the trains. As most of you...if you
are farmers or so on or most of us know that the slack i n a
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