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t o t h ose peopl e who were b o r n before 1970 and retired after
June o f ' 8 2 , t h e r e i s an even g re a t e r d i scr e p ancy . For
$10,000 comparison between the " notch b a by " and t h e p er s o n
born be f o r e 19 7 0 and r e t i r ed a ft e r ' 82 t h e r e i s a S2 65
difference in their monthly amount that they receive. Of
course these are maximum amcunts that are listed. But I
want you to know that there is a grea t di scr e p ancy h e r e .
What the resolution says,the resolution says that we are
a sking Co n g r e s s , "The Legislature hereby requests the
C ongress and P resident of th e United States to ena ct
l egi s l a t i o n e q u a l i z i n g o l d a g e b e n e f i t l e ve l s r ec e i v e d u n d e r
the Social Security program f or a l l pe r so n s w i t h s imi l a r
wage histories, regardless of t he dat e wh e n s u c h p er so n s
r eached 62 y e ar s o f age . " All we are asking Congress to do
is to treat everyone who has the same wage history equally.
Current l y w e h ave t h r ee systems. We have the old pr o g ra m
p rio r t o t he " notch" , we have t he "notch" and we h a v e t h e
"new program". W hat our resolution says is, please treat
all people who have the same wage histories equally. This
can do nothing but make the Social Security System a fa i r
one. I t hink right now what h as happened i s t h at we have
"notch b abies" , as t h ey ar e called, who are t reated
differently than one or the other of th e t w o gr o u ps and w ho
will stick out as a sore thumb. I think that the fairest
way f o r Co n g r es s t o de al with the whole Social S ecuri t y
problem is base the entire system on equal wage histories no
matter wh en a pe r s o n r e ache s the age of 62. I would
appreciate your support in the adoption of this resolution.
Thank you .

S PEAKER NICHOL: Se n a t o r L a b e d z .

SENATOR LABEDZ: Th ank you , Mr. President. I stro ngly
support LR 268, in fa ct. I am a c o- s p o n so r and I t h i n k
Senator Hall did a fantastic job expla'ning what the "notch
b abies " a r e . I n c i d ent al l y , I strongly support this
resolution because as the o ld s a y i n g g o e s , "I a re one . " I
was born in 1919, I am now under Social Security and I know
why t h e s e p e o p l e ar e so upset. The b enefit "notch" can
probably most clearly be il lustrated b y c o mpar i n g t he
workers who r e ach age 62 j u st a f ew d ay s apart b u t get
benefits computed under different methods. I'm sure that
t here a r e p e o p l e in your district that have approached you
and expect the Legislature to do something about xt. But,
i n n o w a y c an we do any t hi ng about it. It has to be
Congress. Th e Hou se Re s o l u t i on n ow in t r o d u ce d i s HR- 1 9 1 7
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