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o ver her e an d s ay , w e a r e knocking you down because we want
to put you in a position to s tand up o n y o u r o wn . Th e n ex t
day we come to a situation where t he same ones can s t an d u p
o n thei r o w n and we s a y , no, you can't have that. Why can' t
you have it? Because the white people don' t w an t you t o
have it. I t is not s uitable. There a r e f ar me rs sayi n g
judges ought to be impeached and thrown off the bench
because they have conflicts of interest by having interest
in the banks that are foreclosing on t hei r l an d . Do you
hear these white people in the Legislature saying well take
all those judges off the bench? Senator Goll read one
letter from one person and he doesn't even know if it was
t rue o r n o t and it has the ring of the B ible . So t he y sa y
for that reason this d isgrun t l e d p e r s o n sa i d I ' m against
retrocession and that is all the Legislature needs, because
we are dealing with people who are held in such low esteem
and contempt. That is what this Legislature's closing days
wil l be a t r i bu t e t o . I have an invitation to talk to a
group of young people tonight. They ar e a you t h g r oup of
T he N a t i o n a l A s s oc i a t i o n for the Advancement of Colored
People. I was racking my brain for what i t i s I cou l d t al k
to them that would be the most significant that deals most
with the reality that they are going to face and m y top i c
will be the racism of a portion of the Nebraska State
Legislature. I will have =­.ncrete votes to demonstrate it.
I w i l l t e l l t h em t h at t h e Wo r l d Herald , a wh i t e- own e d , a
white-run, a whi te-reported newspaper said that I'm wrong to
say that racism had anything to do with it. And, t h a t t he r e
are white people in the Legislature who say that I am wrong
to say racism had anything to do with it. B ut I wi l l r emi n d
them that those w h ite p eople who read things like
H uckleber r y F i n n a n d Little Black Sambo to l i t t l e ch i l d r en
in school, little black chi l d r en , a n d a l l ow t hem t o be
l aughed at i n sch oo l , those white people will also say
racism has nothing to do with it. Wh en we make the main
character in Huckleberry Finn, " Nigger " J i m , we tak e t he
worse, most degrading, demeaning term applicable to a black
person that denies our humanity and attach it to that
i ndi v i d u a l wh o symb o l i ze s us. White people with t h e i r
perversion of logic want to say, this is a book designed to
uplift black people. Nark Twain used that most degrading
term to tell you how much h e l oved you . He made t h i s
i nd i v i d u a l t al k i n a ba r e l y u nde r s t a n d ab l e f a s h i o n to show
how much re sp e c t he had for you. This is the w ay whi t e
people show their respect and regard for those w ho are n o t
like themselves. So, I have what I am going to talk to the

6983


