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SENATOR V . JOHN SON: Mr. Speaker and mem bers o f t he
Legislature, I'd like to have you attend to these arguments.
Senator Pappas h a s of f e r e d a resolution that commends the
I ndian Commission f o r its work. Senator DeCamp and I have
offered an amendment to the r esolu t i o n wh ic h wo u l d p e r mi t
retrocession of criminal jurisdiction of W innebago I n d i a n s
to the Winnebago Tribe. The Speaker has decided that the
amendment that Senator DeCamp and I h ave offered is not
germane to the resolution and we have challenged that, or I
have challenged that ruling. The only arguments t hat h a v e
b een u s e d t o sup po r t t he Spe ak e r ' s r u l i n g are t he
following: Number one, Senator Hoagland said what I am
d oing o r w h a t we ar e do i ng . s p o l i t i c al l y bad because t h i s
is a sleepy afternoon when we ar e d ea l i n g wi t h l ot s of
resolutions and obviously we are trying to slip something
through. Well let me tell you right now I am not attempting
to slip anything through. I am attempting, however, in a
t rad i t i o n a l l egi s l at i ve f ash i o n t o h a v e t h i s bo d y v o t e o n a n
i ssue o f ve r y g r e a t importance to a people in our s t a t e .
N othing i s b ei ng sl i pp e d t h r o u g h . You know fu l l we l l and
good that we are attempting to amend the Indian Commission
r esolu t i o n t o a l l ow for retrocession for the W i n nebago
I ndians i n c r i m in a l c ases. Th e re i s n ot h i ng b eing s l i p p e d
t hrough. . Se con d l y , Sen at or Beutler says that honesty
demands an assessment by us in our hearts that the amendment
is truly not relevant to, not germane to the resolution.
Now I t e l l y ou i n t h e end, i n t h e end i t i s we , in ou r
hearts, that decide who decides what is germane and what is
not germane. We are the ultimate standard bearers. We are
the arbiters of relevancy. I t e l l you i n t r u t h , I cannot
think of an amendment more relevant, more relevant to a
laudatory resolution for t he I n di an Co m miss i o n t h a n the
retrocession amendment. I h a v e in my h and b rie f i n g
document, Public L aw 280 ar;d r et r o c e s s i o n affecting the
Winnebago Indian reservation, prepared b y t h e Nat i ve
American Rights Fund in coope=ation with the Nebraska Indian
Commission. If I am going to sit here this afternoon and
compliment the work of the "ndian Commission, which work
included the resolution supporting retrocession, surely i n
my complimentar y r e s o l u t i o n I c an a ctual l y c o mpl et e a p i e c e
of their work which was to vote for retrocession. This
amendment is truly germane. I n t he en d we s et ou r
individual standards on germaneness. We vio l a t e no r u l e s .
We violate no standards. We violate no customs and usages
b y over r u l i ng t he Spe a k e r anc allowing us to vote o n th i s
amendment to the resolution.
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