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state. The k ind of people who have talked to Senator
Hannibal about his amendment are the very types of people
who even S e n a to r H ann i b a l would agree would be unable to
obtain joint c ustody. I t i s . . . t h ey ar e i nv o l v ed in
acrimonious, contentious d ivorce s and under those
circumstances there certainly would not be any agreement
between the two parties, the two warring parties as to what
should become of the child or the children. As a matter of
fact, the children in ca ses like t hese b e c ome th e b on e
between two pi t b u l l s f i gh t i n g f o r supremacy over e a ch o t h e r
and there is little regard given to the children in their
o wn r i g h t . I f t h i s bi l l i s b r ou g h t ba c k a nd amended, t h a t
would no t k i l l t he bi l l . I t s i mp l y w o u l d n ot b e p as sa b le
this year. Th e r a re even problems with the bill itself.
Senator Schmit, xn his district, has a nitwit judge who
wants to say that certain actions c annot be b r ou gh t t o
obtain child support, so he is going to walk against the
tide of every other judge, every ot h e r o pi n i on , and t he
Supreme Court of this state. And I think rather than put
legislation into the s tatute books to dea l with one
recalcitrant, foolish, bullheaded, ignoramus of a judge, it
behooves t h e S u p reme Court to step into that situation and
exercise its overseership of the judicial system and bring
t hat j u d g e an o rde r . I think we pervert the legislative
process and demean it when we allow one foo l i s h j udg e t o
c ause us t o g o t h ro ugh t h e entire process of legislation to
deal with him and pass a law saying that the custodial
parent owns the child support payment, which means if the
child support payment is not given, an action cannot be
brought in the name of that parent. That is what this judge
out in Senator Schmit's district i s sa y i ng . Th e b i l l , even
without the Hannibal amendment, has no v alidity,so t he
first thing I am going to try to do is strike the Hannibal
amendment. That would then at l east l e a v e t h e b i l l a l i v e
and Senator Schmit could indicate to that judge that the
Legislature is not willing to do what is being a s ked . Bu t
if the Hannibal amendment is not struck, then I w i l l go
ahead and make a motion to strike the enacting clause.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Hannibal.

SENATOR HANNIBAL: M r. Speaker an d me mbers , t he o n ly
surprise is that it came so late in the game. I assume< we
would talk about this at least one more time before the bill
came to passage. I don't know how much debate i s go in g t o
happen today but I w'll b e happy t o en g age i n any amount
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