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debat in g i t on Gen e r a l Fi l e and i n v i si t i ng wi t h many
members of this body, tha this is the li mit. The
Legislature will not go beyond this particular figure. I
can support the amendment because the miscellaneous claim is
now stricken. We have a legal basis for what we are doing.
I think it is in conformity with the majority opinion of the
Special Commonwealth Committee. It is in conformity with
what Special Assistant Attorney General David Domina ha s
t ol d t h i s b od y . I t i s i n conformity with what Special
Assistant Attorney Ge»eial Ed Perry.

. .

SENATOR LAMB: Thirty seconds Senator.

SENATOR BARRETT: ...has told this body. The tort claim has
some settlement value, the miscellaneous claim is weak and
the estimated liability is zero. I would urge the body to
adopt the Johnson amendment. T hank you, Mr . P r e s i d e n t .

SENATOR LAMB: The Chair recognizes Senator Beutler followed
by Senator Schmit.

S ENATOR B E UTLER: Mr . Spe ak e r and me mbers of the
Legis l a t u r e , I gu es s I wou l d oppose the amendment not only
because it reduces the claim to $8.5 million, which i s t oo
l ow i n my op i n i o n , b u t al so because it seeks to take that
amount out of the reserve fund. You may recall that when
the second set of committee amendments, the Appropriation's
Committee budget amendments were adopted, budget cuts w e re
adopted, almost a third of that package was a transfer from
t he r ese r v e f und , $5 million was t ransferred f rom t he
reserve fund to the general fund with the proviso that it
was to be repaid July 1 of next year. S enator J o h n s on , a s
he indicated, has followed that example and is ta king
another $10 million out of the reserve f u n d t o b e r et u r ned
July 1st of next year Senator Johnson? $8.5 mi l l i o n t o be
returned July 1st of next year. So now we have a total of
$13.5 million that we are obligated, that we wi ll be
obligated to return to the reserve fund by next July 1st.
That means essentially with regard to the payment of the
Commonwealth claim that you are saying that you want to pay
it all in one year and by July 1st of next year we have to
own up or make good on that payment. I mean we make good in
September to the depositors but then we have to do our o wn
internal accounting and come up with that extra money by
July 1s t w h e n we ha v e t o p ay back the fund. Now what all
that means is you all can do what you want but all that

6886


