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SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator DeCamp, then Senator Wesely.

SENATOR DECAMP: Mr. President, I know i t ' s p r o l on ge d
debate, but I would like to recite a few things f or t h e
benefit of the Commonwealth people and for the benefit of
t he se n a t o r s. Num b e r one, at this point in t'me the
Commonwealth depositors, whether they realize i t o r n ot ,
h ave s i gned away t he i r rights on this < ssue for a total of
$8.5 million. Now the Governor has told me, well, if you
only give them $8.5 mi l l i on t he r e wi l l be a l l ki nd s o f
l awsuit s a n d so on . T he Governor h a s t o be aw a r e o f t h e
fact that he, well he t hrough t h e B a n k i n g D epartment , h a s
agreed that that is what they get. They signed it away for
$8.5 . Th at i s p r ob a b1y a l l t h ey co u l d get . My point is the
7,000 Commonwealth people have signed away everything for
$8.5 million. If you will read the settlement agreements
the only thing they reserved was the right to come before
the Legislature and ask f or mo r e , und e r a c omple t e l y
separate theory not related to the liability. Y ou nave t o
understand that every citizen of the state has the right to
come before he Legislatureand ask f o r m oney , or g i f t s o r
anything else. So they signed away al l t h e i r l eg al r i ght s .
All they retainec, was the right to talk to us, and t ha t i s
what I' ve been poxnti nq out on the other amount of money.
That would be true whether xt zs $4 malison or $12 mill>on
o r any amount . They s i gne d everyt h i n g a way f o r $ 8 . 5 . That
i s po i n t n um b e r o ne . Point number two, I r ep e a t e d l y
attempted to get additional morey fo r the Commonwealth
d eposi t o r s t h r o u g h a variety c . different means. O ne of
those most important ones, if you will recall, had to do
with the taxes and assessments on this property t hat h a s
come into the hands of C ommonwealth. Now i t i s my
understand that that total is maybe $6, $6.5 million. The
Lincoln people, I mean the public officials a nd co u n t y
officials and others, were adamant that they were not going
to do that, that they were not goi ng to discount or giv up
the taxes or anything else. I t was e ven a g r e ed , i f you wi l l
remember, on the floor, and I have never pressed this, but I
wil l r emi n d you of something, it was even a g r ee d t h e
Commonwealth bill would never come up again unless, have you
forgotten this, Senator Beut le r shou l d remember this,
Speaker Nichol, it was agreed it would not come up again
unless we pu t m y bi l l , 69 1, to eliminate the taxes up at the
same time so we could help the Commonwealth people more.
Rememberg E ve r yb o d y forgotten that one? I ' ve nev er
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