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SENATOR HEFNER: Thank you, Mr. President and members of the
body. I rise to opp ose this. I ' d like to t ell y ou
something that we found out today. We have a new lobbyist
for the State Banking Department. I hope you a r e l i st e n i n g
to this. We h ave a new lobbyist for the State Banking
Department, Steve Fowler. I understand that he's lobbying
for video slots. Now I don't think that is the job of the
State Banking Department, I really don' t. So why don't you
consider this, the things that we are doing today I don' t
t h ink a r e j u st i f i ed . I a l so have another slip here, Walt
Radcliffe is being paid $30,000 by the Department of Banking
and Finance receiver for Commonwealth Savings C ompany. S o
these two are really tied together. Is this the way this
Legis l a t u r e w a nt s t o l e gi s l at e ? I doubt i t . I doub t i t . I
hate to bring these things out, but I think that you should
know it. I would say that we need a little more time. I 'm
hopeful that my friend, Senator Johnson, will withdraw that
so that we can get some other amendments on this bill, or
especially the Pappas amendment because I t h i n k i t nee d s t o
b e amended further. I know that many of you here are
committed to the Commonwealth proposal. I certainly feel
sorry for them. At the present time I cannot support it.
But if this video slot, video lottery doesn't get on I may
just go ahead and support it with general fund money because
I t h i n k t h i s i s a b ad wa y t o do it. Please consider the
actions that we are doing here today. Thank you .

PRESIDENT: Senator Rod Johnson, then Senator Pappas.

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Mr . President, this is the first time
I' ve spoken today. I' ll make my comments v ery b r i e f . I ' m
ready to support the motion to suspend th e r u l e s a n d v o t e.
I think this body has decided exactly where they stand with
both of these issues, one way or t he ot he r . I h av e b een
opposing he :ideo lottery devices. I w i l l con t i nu e t o do
s o. How t hey f i t i nt o a l i t t e r b i l l I don ' t kno w, b ut t h ey
are t h e r e . We v o t ed them in. It's g oing to s tay t h e r e .
You mrght say they are both trash. . .dea l wi t h t r as h , t h at i s
n ei t he r h e r e no r t h er e . But the fact is we voted on i t .
I t i s zn t h e b i l l . Let's vote with it, up or d o wn , a n d move
ahead. We' ve got the Commonwealth c laim l a y i n g ah e a d. I
would like a chance to vote on that. I'm ready to make a
decision on that issue, one that will not be popular with my
d is t r i c t , b ut I ' v e de c i d e d t he t i me has come to deal with
that issue as wel'. I'm going to give them my vote to solve
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