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to Final Reading and at that time on Wednesday afternoon you
cast your final vote on whether or n ot you h ave t o h a v e t h e
tax rate increase. And if you conclude in your mind the tax
rate increase is not necessary, fine, vote aga i ns t t h e b i l l .
On the other hand, if you conclude in your mind that the tax
rate increase is then necessary b y v i r t u e o f ou r ot her
action, then you will have to support the b i l l . Bu t don ' t
decide it this afternoon. By the same token, this b i l l
can't simply be left here on Select File today because if it
i s , i t ' s d ea d .

PRESIDENT: S e n a to r Chambers. S enate r Abboud i s n e x t .

SENATOR C H ANBERS: Nr. Chairman and members of t he
Legislature, if we make a blunder by k i l l i n g t h i s b i l l
today, the only alternative will be for the Governor to call
a special session. I doubt if the projections appear not to
be adequate and if there have not been enough cruel cuts in
the budget, that the Governor will commit further atrocities
against those helpless groups that the Legislature has
already so cold-heartedly acted against. So the alternative
wil l be a sp ec i a l se ssi on . If a tax increase should be
necessary, it will indicate that the cutting of those
programs that did so much good b ut wh i c h c ost so l i t t l e
money were cut to no purpose just for the appearance o f
r eal l y d o i n g a j ob . So I am supporting what Senator Warner
i s t a l k i n g abo u t i n t er m s o f not killing this bill. I am
surprised that Senator Abboud's name will be on the motion
to kill. He and I were the ones who raised the question the
other day about whether these cuts would be adequate to
prevent a tax increase and I thought his opinion was s imi l a r
t o mi ne , t h at t h er e wi l l p r obab l y s t i l l h ave t o be a t ax
increase. I asked Senator Warner if he thought the revenue
projections are so accurate that he could ensure that there
wouldn' t b e a t ax i ncrease and nobo d y wou l d m ake a n
assurance of that kind because the same ones making the
projections before that were so erroneous are making them
now. What is being done here is like a foolish boxer in the
first round of a fight throwing everything he has and if he
scores a kn ocko u t , f i n e . But if he doesn't knock his
opponent out in the first round, he has no st r en g t h , no
energy left in the succeeding r ounds and he l ose s . Th e
Legislature has mindlessly and cruelly cut programs but not
the ones whe r e t he l ar ge amounts of money are, n ot t h o s e
programs that are really fat that are like the Pentagon that
can get whatever they want. The budget of the Department of
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