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when you don't have that as part of your consideration, t) n
despite the fact that you may have it available for use.

. .

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR DECAMP: ...despite the fact that it is there, for
tax rate setting purposes it doesn't exist. The other t h i ng
is to not increase your s pending . So f or t ho s e i nd i v i d u a l s
that are going to vote to kill this, and I am one of them,
then I think we had better seriously consider whether you
are then going to turn around and vote to increase spending
because they are diametrically opposed concepts . I agree
with Senator Warner, if you really wanted to prevent a tax
i ncrease, yo u would p r o b ab l y cut another $15 million. That
i s p robably where you a r e at. The Governor may do a portion
of it. The other way was to consider the reserves as p a r t
of your funds available for tax rate setting purposes. So I
am going to vote to kill it and I urge you to do the same
and then be consistent. You better lock the budget up just
as it is now without posturing about p u t t i ng a l l k i nd s o f
additional pet projects in.

PRESIDENT: The Cha i r r ecogni ze s Sena t o r L amb. Sen a t o r
Carsten i s n ex t .

SENATOR LAMB: I wi l l c l o se .

PRESIDENT: Al l r i gh t . Senator Car s t e n . Sen at o r Vard
Johnson i s n e x t .

SENATOR C A RSTEN: Mr . President and members of the
Legislature, I want you t o r emember a l i t t l e b i t o f the
history of the Legislature setting the tax rates. As you
may recall, when we were initially starting to move in t he
direction for the Legislature to set the rates, it was the
decision of those that were sitting down to doing that, the
Appropriations Committee, the Department of Revenue, I t h i n k
the Governor's of fice was in there, that gro up in
structuring it agreed and so di d we an d t h e Revenue
Committee did introduce a bill as a vehicle to be used in
the event that the rates had to be changed as a r e su l t of
t he l e g i s l at i v e ac t i on . Now that was not necessary before
the responsibility of rate setting was done when it was done
by the Board of Equalization. But s i n c e i t i s now i n ou r
hands, if indeed for whatever reason there does need to be a
change, th e r e doe s nee d t c b e a vehicle available to use.
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