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the time to go around increasing taxes. I urge this body
not to adopt the amendment. Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Senator Beutler.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Mr. Speaker, members of the Legislature, I
would also like to speak against the amendment. It is
contrary to everything that we' ve been trying to do in here,
I think, the last couple of weeks. It would be t ru l y a n
anomalous situation if w e t u r n e d a r ou n d , t od a y at t h i s
point, and did something completely contrary to what we ' ve
been a t t e m p t i n g a l l along. We' ve struggled for two weeks ,
h our a f t e r hou r after hour, to get the appropriations ..to
get the budget down to where we would no t r equ i r e a tax
increase, or a tax increase would not be necessitated We
have done that. If we maintain the budget where i t i s
presently there will be a completely adequate reserve ,
certainly within the statutory three percent and, a lthough I
haven't refigured it, I t h i n k c l os er t o a fou r p e r cen t
r eserve . Th at i s an a dequate r e ser v e . Everybody i s
guessing, of course, a little bit as to wha t w i l l h ap p e n i n
the next 12 months, w hether r ev e n u e s wil l decr e a se or
whether t h e y w i l l st ab i l i ze , or whether they will increase.
I think the simple fact of the matter is that there i s no
agreement among the different experts. My a t t i t ud e s i m p ly
is, there being no agreement, the fact that we have an
adequate reserve now it seems to me that we should do the
very best that we can for as long as we can not to increase
the tax rates. If we have t o com e b ack next y ea r and
i ncrease i t , so be i t . But between now and next year there
are a lot of alternatives, a lot of alternatives. You don' t
have to fund homestead next year if it t urns ou t t o be a
poor thing to do, or an impossible t h ing t o d o . You can
think about expanding the revenue base ne x t yea r , if y ou
would rather do that than increase t axes . Ne x t ye a r w e c a n
think about programs and agencies a little more and i n a
little more thoughtful manner than we did this year perhaps.
Also , ma y b e r e v e nues will increase. Ma ybe the situation
wil l g et bet t e r . I don ' t t h i nk i t wi l l get better, but it
might . The r e ar e a l l kinds of possibilities in the next
12 months . I don ' t see why i t i s , after all the work that
we' ve done , that anyone would want to increase taxes at t h i s
p oint i n t i me . The he ad l i n e s s aid t h i s we ek sev e n ba n k s
have c l o se d i n N eb r a s k a chis ye ar , a n d t h e ye a r i s on l y ha l f
over. The agricultural economy is admittedly in bad shape
and may continue to be in bad shape for awhile. It seems to
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