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Hoagland got up to make this motion he used the word that it
was a conciliatory motion and that reminded what that
probably really means. Under the rules of this Legislature
for appropriation bills to pass they need 33 votes and I
think we are in the process of fine-tuning a bill or trying
to direct a bill so that when we go on t o F i na l R e ad ing o f
it next week that it would have a chance of passing with 33
votes. We may feel like we have a standoff now b ut we a r e
going to have a dilemma next week probably. What reminds me
of this is two years ago, my first year here, well, a t t h a t
t ime I g u es s bud ge t b i l l s we r e g o i n g t h r o ug h j u st l i ke an y
other b i l l . I t wa s no b i g deal like these are this year.
One of the lesser appropriation bills that was going across
the floor here, the vote was being taken toward t he end o f
the afternoon...I don't know if it was a Friday afternoon or
what, but a lot of members were excused, and w hen t h e v o t e
was taken, there was something about that particular bill, I
d on' t k n o w , t hat I d i dn ' t l i ke , so I p u t up a " no" v o t e o n
it and they got 32 votes up on the board and that was it.
And e v e r y body l o o k ed around a t me a n d sa i d , ch a nge you r
vote . We l l , I di dn ' t u nders t and t h at we had t o have 33
votes so I just stuck with my vote and instead of recording
the vote, they called a huddle up there a t t h e Spe a k er ' s
desk and it was something like that meeting that was over
here on t h i s si de l ast n i gh t , a great big group of people,
and that huddle took place for 20 minutes and I just stayed
back in my chair, I didn't even know what was going on. I
was observ i ng . A lot of people were coming back to me and
t e l l i n g me t o ch ange my vote tha t it wo uld make a
difference So I gue ss I st i l l don ' t u nde r st a n d . But
anyway I noticed a lot o f peopl e we r e b u s y o n the phones
here. I guess they finally found two of the members that
were excu'ed that were having a meeting down in their o f f i c e
and they brought them up to the floor and they got their 33
votes then. So I t h ink what that reminds meof is that we
a re i n a p r oc e s s n o w wher e u n d e r our r u l e s w e a r e h a v i n g t o
direct this thing now to where we can . . . w e h av e g on e f r om
one extreme to another to find out where we can g et t he
savings. But now we are trying to aim for the home plate
here where we ca n ge t 3 3 vo t e s on it. So I would encourage
that we take up this motion and see what the feelings of the
p eople a r e .

PRESIDENT: Senator Withem.

SENATOR WITHEM: I wou l d ca l l t he q ue st i on .

6702


