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this amendment or bring this bill back to adopt this
amendment, we wi l l be adding anothe r $1.5 million to the
budget. Some of you folks said that you didn't want a t ax
r ate i n c r e as e an d I ho p e y o u stick t o you r w o r d . I don' t
b el i eve t h a t t h i s body can continuously tax and spend, t ax
and spend . Th e l ast ten years state budget or s t a t e . . . I
should say state spending has increased ov e r a 17 0 p e r ce n t .
That is a tremendous load. That is a tremendous l oad f o r
t he t a x p a yer s of Neb r as k a and so with this being the third
or fourth time around, I woul d u r ge you to vote against
bring i n g t hi s bi l l back .

P RESIDENT: Senat o r C h ambers . May we ha ve o r de r i n the
Chamber, p l e a se , s o w e c a n h e a r t he speaker. (Gavel. )

SENATOR C H AMBERS: Mr. Cha i r ma n an d members of the
Legislature, I have supported from the beginning what is
being attempted in this package. Senator Hefner is right
w hen he sa y s w e t oo k these issues individually, t hen t i ed
them together. Whether taken individually or as a p a c kage,
I have supported it, have supported them. And I think that
that support is as valid now as it was yesterday. There
h ave been a f ew h o u r s e l a p s e d since we took the dastardly
actions of yesterday. There have been some media reactions
a nd responses . Th e r e have been r e s p onses f r om c i t i z en s a t
l arge a n d ye s t e r d a y is viewed as a terrible day i n t he
history of the Legislature. Th is has been a ro ug h and
ragged a n d r u g g ed session and I do t h ink t here i s t he
opportunity to salvage something before we leave h e re . And
I t h i n k e v e r y one of these agencies can be justified and we
ought not abolish any of them. Yesterday I h ad made a
motion to try to rescue the funds that were being cut from
UN-0's athletic program as well as the program of the state
c ol l e g es . Th er e i s n o need i n r ep e a t i n g al l of the things
that were said yesterday because the merits on all of these
and e a c h on e o f t h ese , the merits are well k nown a n d
understood by all of us. We are now talking about o t he r
issues and other principles. There was no agreement that I
was a pa r t y t o y est e r d a y . We don't even need to talk about
t h ings l i ke t ha t . The inclusion of these agencies a s v i ab l e
operating entities is not going to break the budget or
require a tax increase by themselves. D espite wha t h a s b e e n
done and the cuts that have been discussed, I think a tax
increase will be n e eded any way . These agen c i e s are
scapegoats . Agai n I have to say t his part of it, they
r epresent t h e weak , t he vo i c e l e s s and - h os e w ho genera l l y
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