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wish to speak on Senator Hoagland's motion?

SENATOR WARNER: Mr. President, I would rise to oppose the
amendment. : would h ave seen a l ot of . . . I cou l d h a v e b e en
very understanding had the amendment just included the three
agencies. That I would have understood. But I don't think
much of the sweetener,o bvious l y t o d r aw a couple more . I
know it doesn't make any difference. I n fact, i f I say
this, it probably ought to get another vote or t wo. B ut I
was a little curious how come UN-L's was only partially
restored that...the fact of intercollegiate athletics, but
that is neither here nor there. The p oint is we s aid i t
time and time again the Board of Regents, Board of Trustees
h ave th e f l exi b i l i t y t o reallocate it some other way if they
choose t o d o so . This is a rationale f or r e d u c i n g t h e
budget. Now if it i s e a s i e r t o r edu ce t he budget , t h en
eliminate the science class or English class or wha te v e r , or
probably the easiest way is say let's take a percentage and
pretend that doe sn't a f fect anything. That i s anot h e r
r oute . I don ' t say intercollegiates are unimportant
act i v i t y , b ut i f I h ave t o have a rationale to r educe t h e
budget, then a rationale that deals with a priori tizing what
I w o u ld t hi nk is most important in the ed ucational
i ns t i t u t i on s i s edu cat i on . I f t h e i n st i t u t i on s t he m s e l v e s
believe that som ething e ls e i s l e ss important than
athletics, why then t hey ca n ch oo s e t o do i t u n de r t he
system that we appropriate f or. B ut I am n o t at al l
uncomfortable saying that the academic program i s m o s t
important. I was one of twoor three people that did not,
or four, I don't remember how many, that didn't vote for the
Sports Complex at UN-L. It is a beautiful facility. But
that wasn't my first priority for $20 million and I guess I
feel no different here. Now if anybody thinks that you are
going to restore this amount of money to these campuses and
not have them reduced when it leaves this Chamber, yo u ar e
k idd in g y o u r s e l f . You w i l l h av e do n e n o t h i ng because t h ey
w il l b e r ed u c e d . And as a matter of fact, I almost suspect
I can guarantee it for a v ar i e t y o f r e as o n s . But, i n an y
event, I would urge that you not return the bill f or t h i s
amendment and mostly my opposition rests with i"em (d) on
the list because you will not . . . y o u w i l l not b e re s t o r i n g
t hat amount o f money to the u niversity.. .o r t h e s t at e
college system, i n my op i ni on . It may be a dif ferent
amount. It may be a little more, may be a little less, but
that amount will not be there when the fiscal year s tar t s
J uly 1 .
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