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Senator L a bedz .

P RESIDENT: T he d e b a t e is closed. Senator Chizek, you may
have the opportunity to close.

SENATOR CHIZEK: M r . Spea ke r and member. , I ' l l h ave j u st a
"ouple of minutes and I would yield three minutes of my time
t o Senato r L a b e d z . I' ve got to emphasize again that Metro
Area Transit is a separate political subd=vision, it is not
an arm of city government. Senator Warner talked about 715
and ot l e r b i l l s . Equ i t y i s equ i t y . W e would end up p a y i n g
twice for the same kind of s erv ic e t h a t eve r y o n e e lse i s
paying fo r once . Th i s cu t wi l l raise t a x e s and p rop e r t y
taxes. Senator Haberman talked about lowering t axes, what
happened there was countywide reappraisal, t hey r ed u ced i t
to ninety-three percent. It wasn't a question of lowering
t he t a x es . Th i s si m p l y i s go i ng t o raise the property taxes
f or t h e ci t i zen s i n D o u g l a s and Sarpy Co u n t y a n d i t is a
matter of fairness and I w o u l d u r g e y o u t o support i t and ,

PRESIDENT: Motion is. ..excuse me, you did yield to Senator

SENATOR LABEDZ: Thank you, Mr. President. I j u s t wi l l t ak e
a couple of minutes. I was hoping, and this will be
unusual coming from me, that we could somehow transfer the
funding of the muni court system and give it to the Metro
Area Transit system because I fe lt t h at i s f ar mo r e
important than transferring the muni court system. I
i nqui re d t h i s m o r n i n g whe t he r o r not there couldn't even be
an amendment d r awn. But, I understand that it would require
a bill, that I couldn't do it, so that just blew up in
smoke. But to me the take over of the muni court system is
secondary to the Metro Area Transit system The majority of
the people from Omaha and Bellevue and Lancas te r C o u n t y , t h e
majority of those people who do u se th e s e r v i c e a r e t h ose
who ei t h e r do n ' t h ave a car, they can't afford to dr ive a
car and marnly they just don't dr i ve . The r e a r e a l ot o f
people, el d e r l y p eop l e esp e c i a l l y , that can not obtain a
drivers license anymore and, t h e r ef or e , h av e t o r ely o n t he
bus se r v i ce , e spec i al l y if they ccme with i n the
neighborhoods, and if we don't get this funding, and I d o n ' t
think it has been mentioned the budget i a lmost $1 4 m i l l i on
for the Metro Area Transi t c o mpany an c a s S e n a to r C h i z e k
said it is not part of the City of Omaha, the cuts or the
elimination of cuts from the federal...or elimination of

Labedz.
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