
May 31, 1985 LB 722

had plenty of debate. We had a th ree da y r e c e s s w here i t
was more fully debated by the Appropriations Committee . I
guess I think at this point we had better just f i sh o r cu t
bait. We had better advance that bill as it is, do what we
need to do, painful as it may be for many of us, painful as
i t i s , we ha v e t o d o i t , l e t ' s do i t . L et ' s not return this

P RESIDENT: Sen a t o r Warner. (GAVEL) Quiet please to hear
the sp e a ke r . Sen at or Wa r n e r .

SENATOR WARNER: Mr. Pr e si d e n t , and m embers of t he
Legis l a t u r e , t h i s i tem w as i n c l ud ed i n the original
suggestion for several reasons. It got on the list first
because of one o f the criteria that w as t h e mo s t
significant if you want to have some control over the growth
of government. This is one of those areas in which we ire
not now funding. We are not now f unding at t he f u l l
statu t o r y p o s s i b i l i t y , about 2.2 million l ess . So t he r e i s
r eal g r o wt h t h e r e . Plus the way the formula works a nd t h e
federal funds decline, then the state becomes, under the
formula, subject to even a greater request. So in terms of
a provision that has great potential for increasing the cost
of government, state government, this fits that role
perfectly. What about the harm to those who receive the
f unds? Y o u hav e be en t o l d a lot of things. I' ll t r y t o
take them separately. In the case of L incoln,which I
represent p a r t o f Lincoln i n c a s e a nybody. . . i n t h e c a s e o f
L incoln t h e i r l o ss , as I understand it, is in the vicinity
of $450,000. I t is also my understanding that L incol n ' s
gain by taking over the muni courts together with t h e
estimate of what they can anticipate not for the new half
percent sales tax, but what they can anticipate from their
current sales tax along with the additional, but because of
the passage of 273 and 715, between those t wo, t h e y s h o u l d
g enerate r o u g h l y an ot h e r $4 0 0 , 0 0 0 . So in their case they
are gaining out of this session not because of anything they
have done, but because of things we have done. They wi l l b e
gaining an excess of $1,100,000 of f reed up r e c e i p t s or n ew
receipts to offset the $450,000 r educt i o n . Now MAT . Now
that is a little different. That is correct. It is not
operated by the c ity government o f O maha . Th ey have
contrac t s w i t h ot h er m u n i c ipa l i t i e s . But is there a net
l oss o r c a n i = n ot b e d o n e ? S enator C h i z e k , at some point I
don' t t h i n k y ou w i l l t e l l me , or you will not tell this body
that Omaha does not have the authority to appropriate funds

bi l l .
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