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property tax relief. Th at's not really t. w ay that we
should go , bu t I wou l d love to see property tax r el i e f
without an increase in sales and income tax and t hat ' s
exact l y w ha t i s goi ng t o h ap p e n i f we p ut t hat $18 mi l l i on
in today. So it's very difficult for me to defer this for
one year , but I wi l l do that hoping that i f we d o h av e a
session in the middle of this year, t hat maybe i t wi l l be
strictly on property tax relief and we can consider it at
that time, and if the Governor plans on doing that, I will
myself urge him to include property tax relief a long w i t h
anything that he is going to do on 662. I strongly believe,
too, that property tax relief will only come if there is
more state aid to local governments and it will come out of
the sales and income tax, but right now we don't want the
increase. We don't know what the budget is going to be like
so I urge you to vote for the one year deferment and perhaps
we can take it up sometime during the summer if not January.
But two years is too long to wait. Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Le t ' s have order in the Ch amber, please.

S ENATOR B E UTLER: Nr . Pr es i d e n t and members of the
Legislature, I think what Senator Hoagland is suggesting,
the add i t i on a l y ear extension, probably makes a l ot o f
common sense . You h av e rejected the repeal of it which
indicates that at some point in time you all would l i k e t o
do that. So then I think the question you have t o ask
yourself is, is it really going to be feasible next year or
is it really a project that is t wo years o f f ? Now y o have
said t h i s ye a r , i n l i gh t o f t he economic situation this year
you have said we are not going to do it. So I t h ink the
question you have to ask yourself i s , i s t he eco nom i c
situation going to be any better next year that you' re going
t o b e ab l e t o say , ye s, we w i l l d o i t , be cau se i f the
economic s i t u at i on i s t he same o r wo r s e , t he n r ecogniz i n g
what yo u d i d t h i s ye ar , you mu s t l og i ca l l y r ecogn iz e t h at
you will do the same next year. So that's the question you
have t o a s k you r se l f . Now all the economic forecasters or
most all of them, Senator Warner has indicated almost
everybody, at least at this point in time, believes that the
s i t u a t i o n w i l l be t he same or wor se . So i n al l p r ob ab i l i t y
where we' l l be her e i s s i t t i ng here next year, same time,
same station, same situation except, of course, half of us
are up for election. And we' re a l r e ad y l o o k i n g a l i t t l e bad
on this situation because tens of thousands of dollars if

Senator B e u t l e r .
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