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Senator Hartnett.

SENATOR HARTNETT: Mr. President, members of the body, I
simply urge you to vote against this amendment. I t h i n k
that Senator Hoagland raises a policy question, I t h i n k
maybe one of the things we ought to do is to fird out, can
we do this, hold it off for another ye a r , and I kind o f
f avor wha t S e n a t o r Hall is suggesting is to defer i t f o r a
year . Beca us e I t hi n k w e. . .some of you made...I wasn't here
last year, some of you made a promise to provide t h i s
homestead exemption relief for taxpayers of this s tat e a n d
s o I - imply urge you to vo te against t his amendment o f
Senator H o a g l a n d 's . T hank you .

PRESIDENT: Sen a t o r Car s t e n . Senator C a r s te n .

SENATOR CARSTEN: (No response. )

P RESIDENT: S e n a t o r Withem, do you wish to speak a sec o nd

SENATOR WITHEM: Mr. President, members, I merely wanted to
speak for a point of information. Senator DeCamp asked some
q uest i on s r eg ar d i n g the basic constitutionality o f t h i s
question. I did not...I thought at one time, w hen I h e a r d
him first begin to speak, I thought we had had an Attorney
General's Opinion that may answer his question. Since then
we have v i s i t ed , as I understand his question specifically
whether LB 809 a s it was pas sed last year w as a n
unconstitutional act by the Leg islature by classifying
homestead property differently than other forms o f p r ope r t y ,
that opinion does not answer that question. However, j u st
for a point of information by those o f you who may have h a d
some q u e s ti on s r aised r eg ar d i ng t he l eg al i t i e s of the
Legislature having to fund this if it is on th e b o ok s o r not
having t o f und i t , we do have an opinion in the books on
page 2235, an Attorney General's Opinion which, b a s i ca l l y ,
says that, as I read it, that p a s s age o f 809 w a s a gui d e l i ne
for the Legislature to use in setting its budget this year.
However , w e ar e n ot obliged to come up with the money I
guess any more t h a n b e c a use we have a Women' s Commission on
t he bo ok s we ar e not necessarily obliged to come up with
t hat mone y, a s we f o u n d ou t ye st er d ay , or t he
Mexican-American Commission on t he b oo k s , we don ' t feel
obliged to come up with money to fund that program. We can
leave this. I gu ess what I am getting around t o i s t he

time on this matter?
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