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declare i t an i nva l i d l aw o r repeal it or whatever because
the only, and I use this as an example, you can treat some
property different, classify it different, or value i t
different, but that is personal property as the r esul t o f
passage of Amendment 10 back in 1970 but we never eve r d i d
that with real property. Therefore, if we don't f und i t ,
haven' t w e c r e at ed a system where we ar e not taxing the
property uniformly and proportionately'? I know i t sound s
compli c a t e d bu t I am asking the question of some of t h e
l awyers an d I wou l d l i k e you t o r eact b e c a use a r e n ' t we i n a
posi t i o n w h er e we h ave no choice but to either fund xt o r
r epeal i t . An ybo d y f o l l ow w h a t I am saying?

PRESIDENT: Does any membei want t o ( i nt e r r u p t i on ) ?

SENATOR DECAMP: Th e reason I raised the question, I am
thanking of a class action suit. I h ave go t t o hav e
something to make some money this summer since the World
Herald ruined my Virgin Islands lottery business. I have
got to look for business and I am r a i s i n g t h e q u e s t i on . In
case we don't repeal it, I can f i l e a ca se .

PRESIDENT: Does somebody want to answer? S en a t o r Ho a g l a n d .
M ay we have o r de r p l e a s e . S enator Hoag l a nd .

SENATOR HOAGLAND: Senator DeCamp,my reaction is that we
have no policy choice except to either repeal it or fund it.
Postponing it a year or t wo year s i s n ot a viable p o l i c y
option b e c ause we wil l be r i ght b ac k i n t he soup b o w l f or
t he second y e a r in a row, impose, for i nstance , a $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0
in costs on Douglas County to process paperwork we are n ot
going to honor. Now in terms of the constitutional issues
you posed, I think that xs an interesting question and I
think you have raised a valid argument that w e ei t he r h a v e
to fund it, either have to send the Appropriations Committee
back f o r ano t h er s i x days to find another $ 18 mi l l i on i n
cuts and fund it this year, or repeal it. B u t I can' t.. . I
haven't had a n opportunity to read the constitutional
prov i s i o n s t h a t ar e app l i cab l e so I can't tell you for sure
one way or another whether there is a constitutional problem
but I t h i nk i t cer t ai nl y r a i se s a quest i o n .

PRESIDENT: Are you finished, Senator DeCamp.

SENATOR DECAMP: Y es .
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