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SENATOR HEFNER: Mr. President and members o f t h e bod y , I
rise to oppose this amendment. I think we acte d i n go od
faith last year, maybe it. was two years a go t h at we p a s s e d
i t , b ut I be l i eve t ha t t h i s i s d i r ec t p r ope r t y t ax r e l i e f .
Now I have told you before that I am committed t o a n o t ax
rate increase this year unless zt is for direct property tax
r e l i e f , and I r ea l i z e i t i s t oo l at e sn t h e sess i on now to
i mplement. t .has , and so I would rather go with the delay
motion for a year instead of repealing this outright. The
c ounty a s s e s s or s i n my a r e a anyway have done a 'ot o f wo r k
on t h i s . I t a l ked t o al l of t he assessors in the counties
that I represent and they tell me that the sign up has been
real good. I know it has been mentioned on the floor here,
well, it only amounts to about $75, maybe 75 to 90 dollars,
and a lot of people aren't going to bother a bout ap p l y i n g
for it but this isn't true, because in some of the c ount i e s ,
the sign up is nearly a h undred pe r c e nt , ne a r l y a hundred
percent sign up. So I think we have an obligation here and
I would urge you not to repeal the law that we passed and we
even over r o de t h e G o verno r ' s v et o on that, but why don't we
delay it a year, and then try and find the 18 or 20 m il l i o n
dol l a r s n e x t yea r .

PRESIDENT: S e n a t o r D e Camp. We are speaking on the Hoagland
amendment to LB 727, repeal of the old 809.

SENATOR DECAMP: Mr. President, and members , I wou l d l i ke t o
ask a question of Senator Beutler, S enator H o a g l a nd , S e n a t o r
Warner, any other tax expert. in here. I was a l l i n f av or ,
and I s t i l l am, i f i t c an be l eg a l l y do ne o f s i mpl y d e l a y in g
the implementation of putting the money in, in other words,
keeping the homestead exemption. But as I w as mitigating
across the hall there while I was relaxing, a thought came
t o me t h a t ' t may b e i l l ega l o r unconstitutional not to fund
i t , a nd I wc u l d l i k e t o ask the lawyers and people like
Senator Warner the question. The ques t i o n go es l i ke t h i s .
Homestead exempt>on xs granted but the property is s t i l l
being taxed. It simply is that the tax is being paid by the
state. Vow the Con stitution says all property shall be
valued and taxed uniformly and proportionately. I f we p a s s
a law granting an exemption and then we don't pay the tax at
the state level, have we created a system that violates the
-onstitution of the state and are we in fact not t ax i n g
property uniformly and proportionately, and a r e we ,
therefore, obliged absolutely to either fund it or to

6649


