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57 million Americans become victims, $75 billion is lost to
crime, and $25 billion is spent on the criminal justice
system. W hat about Nebraska? While so m e cr i m e s h ave
decreased, murder a nd man slaughter h as a 3 5 pe r ce n t
i ncrease . For c i b l e r ap e is 4 percent increased. F elony
assault is four-tenths o f a pe r cen t i ncr e ase d .
Incidentally, the national crimes I read from was from a
victim witness unit in Sarpy County. I spoke before of two
decades of criminal rights put into the law by the courts
and legislatures. The Miranda, the exclusionary rules, and
th i . ' ' c o l t • l l n l y we do n ot w <an t t o t <j ko iw< iy . I t wasn ' t on l y
until the late seventiesand eighties that people s tar t e d
saying, hey, what about me, what abou t t he v i c t i m? Nebraska
legislators heard this, and they understood this, a nd th e y
agreed that s omething should b e d one . Wh at h ave y o u
legislators, who have been here since 1978, accomplished' ?
Let me tell you. You es tablished a bill of rights for
victims and witnesses. I have passed out some of those
which we r e f u r ni s h e d by our Lincoln and also the Sarpy
County victim witness units. We established a volunteer
program for victim witness, and I might stress the volunteer
aspect of that, to distribute information to the public, to
the victims about their rights, and to directly help and
treat the innocent victim who o ften h ad bee n i gno r e d,
f orgot t e n or wor se t rampled and ab use d and f u r t h er
v ic t i m i z e d b y t he cr i mi na l j u st i ce system, treated these
p eople who ha d f ee l i ng s a n d i n t e l l i gen c e a n d were i n n ocent
victims as a piece of evidence, often, instead of as a
person. You helped e stablish our cou n t y at t or n eys '
attention in recognizing that they need to remember that
vic t i ms ar e t h e i r on l y . . . t h at v i ct i ms have them for their
only counsel. Victims cannot hire attorneys to look out for
their interests. County attorneys represent them. When the
docket says the defendant or The State of Nebraska v. the
defendant, the victim's name isn't even listed, but they are
there. It i s because of that focus that our attention in
t he l e g i s l at i on g a v e , county attorneys are becoming aware of
their responsibility to victims. J udge Reagan and J u dge J a n
Gradwohl became attentive and excited about the reality
t hat . . .

SPEAKER NICHOL: One minute.

SENATOR P I R SCH: ...victim witness assistance h elps t h e
e nt i r e cr i m in al j u st i ce p r oc e d u r e , and for the f irst time
t he j ud ge s ' co l l ege seminar w i l l b e he l d on th i s i s sue .
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