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decided that they would no longer charge count ies fo r ca r e
i n some s t a t e i n st i t u t i on s and cut back that percentage of
local money necessary. In Douglas County we s tar te d t h e s e
programs in c ooperation with t he ot her fo ur co unties
surrounding u s a nd we c r eat e d a local program using the
monies, because it was given back to us and the priority
should be to be spent on these kids r athe r t h a n o n r o a d s a n d
highways and other things. And i t wor ked . I t i s t he mod e l
now that is being used around the country, i n f a c t , ac ro s s
the world, even in Denmark and Germany, even in Russia,
people h av e co m e b ac k t o se e ou r m odels . Th ey nee d h e l p
today because o f money . I woul d l i ke t o c l ear up so met h i n g
Senator Morehead sai d . She said something to the effect,
I 'm sure she didn't necessarily mean it, that all these
community programs want to do is get as much money as state
i nst i t u t i o n s a r e . Hel l , we don't need that much money. I
d on' t k n o w what we would do with all that money. Even i f
you gave us half of what it costs, we couldn't spend it.
But I also want to tell you that we have kids in these local
programs that run into...

SPEAKER NICHOL: (Gavel. )

S ENATOR LYNCH: God b l e s s y o u . ..that run into and are being
cared for with the same sever i t y and ca r e n eed. D o u g l a s
C ounty Hosp i t a , we have a pr og r a m f o r t he s everel y r et ar d e d
infants, the most serious and difficult to care for, s taf f
need is three times higher than some of those i n med i c a l
settings. She mentioned that the state institutions should
b e more b e c a us e t h ey ar e medically based. The y don't have
to be medically based. I think you all realize that some of
the kids that are in there probably don't have t o be t h e r e
either, either because of the things they mentioned, they
have nobody else that loves them, and t he y h av e n o p ar e n t s
that care or that can c ope and we c an u n d e r s t a n d t hat a s
well, or they come from communities that don't have the base
programs that they should to take care of these people.
Certainly co mmunity b ased p r ogr a ms are d evelopmental
oriented. That is as it should be. Th at is t hei r w h o l e
role. That is the reason they e xist , a nd t hey sav e the
state a bundle, a bundle of money. The equ i t y p r ob l e m s t i l l
exi s ts . I t h an k I ' v e made my point. I ap preciate your
patience. I know it is awful late. But this is a terrible
and a se r i o u s p r ob l e m . A s l on g a s I kno w n o w , I r e a l l y kno w
now from talking to members of the Appropriations Committee
that they will seriously consider the equity issue, and they
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