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SENATOR NELSON: W e did not get our half cent...or we did
not get a half cent sales tax. Our counties are having
severe problems in matching funds. Some of this is matching
fund money. So me of my counties i n ou r R e g i o n 3 , I t h i nk
seven counties to be exact, if more money was given to them
today, they would not have the money to match. As you know,
i t ' s $ 1 . 0 0 on 7 I/2 and $1.00 on 3 for mental heal t h . I
think that is probably one of the reasons that Omaha has
been able to m ove forward and t ake adv an t a g e of the
programs, simply because the farm economy does not hit them
like it does us outstate, and they have the money to match
it, and some of the other counties simply have not had. For
the money I got out of LB 280 I'm proud to say that that
will not be matching money. So I hop e i t h el p s u s a l l
evenly .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Warner, please, and t h e n S enat o r
Marsh.

SENATOR WARNER: Mr. President, members of the Legislature,
s evera l h a v e sp ok e n o n t h e sa me thing that I was going to
say. I appreciate very much the problems that many of t h e
regions feel they have. A s has b een i n di c a t e d , we do have
l anguage i n t h e b i l l t h at h opefu l l y wi l l pr ov i de the
structure that the i nequities do exist or at least a re
perceived to ex ist c an be resolved next ti me. I w a s
invo l ve d i n co ncu r r i n g wi t h what DPI set out about t o do
last time, which was to develop a model that had some basis
on which to not only arrive a t t h e t o t a l do l l a r amount f or
m ental r e t .a r d a t z o n , but also the distribution between
regions. That first effort drew a lot of disagreement from
those who were affected by it. But we have repeatedly told
them, or at least I have, t hat n o t ag a i n wi l l we c ont i nue t o
distribute the funds for mental retardation without some
standard in which reasonable people can make a judgement for
that distribution, both as to the total amount, and t h e
amount b y r eg i on s , amount by type of handicap. I f u l l y
i ntend , and I think the Appropriations Committe e f u l l y
intends to do exactly that. But to make a shift now, I
think each region can make an argument rightfully so for why
their region has a problem that needs to be addressed , b ut I
don't think that we can ad dr e s s i t w ith t h i s k i nd of a
transfer. I would urge you not to adopt the amendment. But
I also want to say that those who are concerned about mental
retardation don't believe. . .don ' t ev er b e l i eve w e a re go i n g
t o keep d o i n g i t l i ke we d i d i t t h i s ye ar , o r i n t h e p as t ,
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