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S enator H a b e r man who h a s some comments.

do. Now it is not easy. T here i s n o th i n g e a s y a bout t h e
process here today but the fact of the matter is you c an ' t
s pend what y o u d o n ' t h av e and we don't have the money right
now. And unless somebody wants to vote for a tax i n c r e a se
and I know there are some people h ere t h a t d o, I h ave h ad
some te l l m e t h a t , and I t o l d them I don't want to vote for
a tax increase and that is going to be my stand f rom now
till the end of this session. And I am just frustrated at
the fact that we have sat here for a lmost two weeks now
a rguing a mong ou r se l v e s and we get some specific c uts a n d
yet when those cuts hit home close to us we all scatter like
a bunch o f p he a s a n t s . Al l I can say i s i f , i n f act , we have
to accept cuts, I will accept them. If it is in the area of
agri c u l t u r e , I wi l l take them. But I have made up my mind
that I am not going to s uppor t t ax i nc r ea s e . And the f ac t
is unless you want to vote for a tax increase, I just can' t
see how we a r e goi n g t o avoid i t i f we pu t these pr o g rams
b ack i n . I was on a committee two years ago, my fre shman
year I was i n he r e , we had a bill brought to us by the
Governor to eliminate or to at least pare back a couple o f
programs. That was the longest hearing I sat i n , I t h i nk ,
i n t h e e n t i r e t i me I hav e been here . We h a d a g e ncy members
and people who use those services parade in front of us for
l i t e r a l l y h o u r s a n d I can t e l l you , qu i t e frankly, that if
t hi s i s l o ng h e r e , it is going to be even l o nge r i n t he
committees because they are certainly going to bring out the
guns. The fire, if you want to talk about it, is back there
in the rotunda and the pressure is being put on us. I felt
it just as much as everybody else, but I am going to support
the Appropriations Committee. I think they have had to make
some tough ch o i c es and even if they are tough c hoices , I
think that we should support them. We were the ones that
goaded them into doing something. T hey brough t a p ack a g e
out here for us to look at and even though not all of us can
support everything, I guess I would say that we shouldn' t
take this package and eliminate it or r uin i t now b e c a use we
have go t a ch an c e . We have g ot a ch an ce t o do s o me
substantial cuts to put back the budget to an a rea I t h i n k
t ha t we c an supp or t with our cu r r en t t ax r at e s .
Mr. President, I would like to defer the rest of my time to

PRESIDENT: Sen a t or Haberman, yo u may use the rest of his

SENATOR HABERMAN: Mr. President and me mbers o f t h e bod y ,

t ime .
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