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Furthermore, in the book, Legislators Guide to Nebraska
State Agencies, the numbers that it gives there for ITV and
I am sure most of you don't h ave t ha t b e f o r e y o u , but f o r
the lessons produced it has gone from 36 in 1981-'82 down to
an estimated 8 for thi s n e x t year . L esso ns pu r ch a s ed or
l eased wa s 130 0 i n 19 81 - ' 82 a nd now i t i s 755 . So ,
obvious l y , t he y ar e n ot p u r c h a s i n g b e c a use t h e y h ave go t a
number of t hem already on h a n d. Bu t t h ey are still
purchasing far more than they produce. At one time Nebraska
was one of the leaders in the nation in producing them, but
since these consortiums have got started i t is simply
cheaper to produce them than buy them already produced than
it is to produce them yourself. Again, I want to reiterate
that this is not a reduction in the funds, a reduction in
the amount of the committeeamendment but simply a sh i f t
within programs. I would ask you for the adoption of this
amendment. Thank you, Mr. President.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Withem, please.

SENATOR WITHEM: Yes, Mr. President and members of the body,
very b r i e f l y I wou l d l i ke t o r ise t o a sk you t o support
Senator Vickers' amendment. To b e ve r y h one s t wi t h you ,
when I first heard that the folks in the Department of
E ducat io n we r e co nce r n e d about losing their curriculum
consultants, I was prepared to oppose their attempt to get
t hei r mon e y b ack i n t he bud ge t . Howev e r , I wa n t t o
reemphasize what Senator Vickers h a s sa i d . Th i s i s no t an
attempt to put money back into the bu dget. This i s a
fiscally neutral amendment. Basically, what we have done in
here, we have established a number of educational programs
and we ha v e gi ven them to the Department of Educat i o n t o
administer and we have told them we want you to do as good a
job as you can providing good quality educational services
to the schools in our state. Wh at they have done i s t h e y
h ave co me b a c k t o u s and t h ey h av e said , we p r ef e r i n
carrying out the mission you have a ssigned t o u s , u s i n g ou r
money s l i gh t l y differently than the way the latest
Appropriation Committee r ecommendatxo n maz n t . a zn s . T hey sa y
they would lake to keep their =urriculum consultants and use
a l i t t l e l e s s mon e y on I TV . I t h an k t h at i s a r ea sona b l e
request. They are not coming back in trying to b reak the
budget or steal more money for their programs. They a r e
j us t s ay i n g g i v en t h ei r exper t i s e o n h ow t h ey f eel t he i r
mission should be carried out, they feel it could be done
better if they had a little bit of money left in their

6460


