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my standing forward and offering this amendment. I think
many of you are aware of the commission's work. Y o u d o n ' t
need to go through all the different efforts that they have
undertaken, but clearly we can't lose sight of the goals of
the commission, the ability that they h ave had t o b r i ng o u t
the best in our women in this state. And there is so much
more that can be done that I doubt that any of you could
really justify continuing this effort to eliminate f rom
state government the Commission on the Status of Women. So
I ask y o u t o vo t e f o r t h i s and add back the money for the
Commission on the Status of Women.

SENATOR LAMB: T he C h a ir r ecognizes Senato r Warne r .

SENATOR W A RNER: Mr. P r e s i d en t and members of the
Legislature, as I have indicated twice bef ore, t h i s
particular agency is put into t he genera l a d v o c acy g r ou p a s
opposed to direct services and as I sai d b e f o r e , i f an y of
t hose ag e n c i e s a r e t o be discon t i n u ed , t h e n a l l o f them
should b e cause t her e was no rationale to do i t on a
selective basis. I t wou l d s t i l l be t he po s i t i on , a nd th e
basic p o s i t i on i s t h at , i n f ac t , i n t hi s p ar t i cu l ar one i t
started out, as I recall, in the sixties as the Governor' s
Commission. It was not state funded. It was a voluntary
group that did a lot of good things. The concept u n de r t h e
criteria is that this is a type of activity that could
continue to function effectively with v olunteer s a n d t he
many people who are interested over the years i n t h i s k i nd
of activity and that this along with other advocacy groups
was not a n e c e s s ar y r o l e f o r state government funding. So I
would urge that you reject the Wesely amendment.

SENATOR LAMB: The Chair recognizes Senator Marsh.

S ENATOR MARSH: Th an k y o u , S e n a t o r L amb. D o y o u al l know
what we are talking about? Do you all know that we are
d iscuss in g t h e N e b r a s k a Commission on the Status of Women?
Do you know th at t h is commission was rec reated in
l egi s l a t i o n , i n st at u t e , i nt r od u c ed , h e l d a pub l i c he ar i ng
before the Appropriations Committee, i nc iden t a l l y . I t i s
t he onl y b i l l I h av e ev e r h a d which was h e ar d b e f o r e my o wn
committe e i n t he 13 year s I have been in this body. We
created it to be a state agency. We created it a fte r d u e
public hearing and understanding of why it was needed . We
c reated it so tha t it has 30 me mbers appointed by the
Governor, no more than half from any one political party,
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