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SENATOR SCHMIT: Fellow members of t he Legis l a t u r e , I
support the amendment. I b e lieve the ame ndment is
consistent with the policy of this Legislature in the past.
I agree with Senator Warner a nd Senato r H a nn i b a l t hat t h e
action could be taken care of in LB 31, but I believe that
p erhaps now m i g h t b e a g o o d time to show an indication of
how we feel so that as we proceed through the appropriations
process it may affect how we act on some other amendments.
I agree also with members of the Appropriations Committee we
s hould b e wi l l i ng t o m a k e some additional cuts if we ever
want to put these back in there. I have several suggestions
if we can get to them, a nd I hop e w e c a n . V ery f r a n k l y ,
they involve the agricultural sector, at least t o som e
extent, and I think that we need to be able to do that. I
think that it is more important to be able to take care of
the young lady in this case who is pregnant than perhaps to
worry about the statistics of the Department of Agriculture.
I know t h e r e a re t ho s e w h o would argue otherwise, but I
don't believe there would be very many of them on t h i s
f loor . I no t i ced t he Appropriations Committee did indicate
that that was a possible target for a cut. There are o t he r s
that can be looked at. And I would just hope that those of
us wh o hav e a l on g , l o ng history of support f or t he
unfortunate mother who i s go i n g t o h av e t o f ace t he
possibility of single parenthood ought to at least relieve
that amount of stress that we can by p r o v i d i n g s o me sort o f
financial support as early as po ss i b l e . I w o u l d j u s t l i ke
to point ou t also that in the ev ent of complications
frequently these costs escalate dramatically. Many t imes
these persons have limited resources. Those co s t s t h e n c o me
b ack upon t h e co u n t y a n d u p o n t he state. I think that it is
important that we try to p rovide s ome a s s i st a n c e a n d to
provide that assistance as early a s po ss i b l e . I ag r ee wi t h
Senator Marsh in what she has said an d a g a i n I con cu r wi t h
what Sena t or Hanniba l h a s sa i d , these ar e a l l worthy
programs but we have to get our priorities out and s o I a m
wil l i n g t o r e l ook at my priorities. I want to point out
once again that many of my priorities fell by the wayside a
long, long time ago and I don ' t t h i n k I compla i ne d t oo
loudly . I r ec ogn i z e t he s e ar e d i f f i cu l t t i mes an d t he r e are
some issues that can b e d e f e r r e d. The r e are some t ha t
cannot be deferred and this, I b e l i ev e , i s one of t hem a n d ,
therefore, I ask you to support the amendment.

SENATOR LAMB: The Chair recognizes Senator Haberman.
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