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with me. But if you look a t p a g e 8 , a ge nc y num ber 3 4 ,
program number 302, you will see aid to libraries. And they
are being cut by an amount of $5,746. Now we had a bill in
here not long ago that was absolutely insane that would have
allowed the SWAT team to shoot you if you were accused o f
s tea l i n g s o met h i n g f r om a l i br ar y . Senator Vi c k e r s and I
worked very hard to get that bill k i l l e d . The n wh i l e we
were not looking, those who love library books so much that
they are in favor of the SWAT team killing t hose who s t e a l
library books got that bill resurrected. N ow am I t o
believe that you were being dishonest when you r esur re c t e d
t hat b i l l and yo u were just pretending that you were
concerned about library materials? Now you ar e g o i n g t o cu t
$5,746 from the libraries. Why? Don' t you r eal l y l ov e
b ooks? I do . I l i ke books. Next to children and a few
other t h i n g s, I l i ke b ook s . Books a re ve r y g oo d , some o f
them, others like people are very bad. And some, like the
majority of the people are indifferent, just nondescript.
You rea d t hem a n d you d on ' t e ven remember what you r ead .
Just like when you come to the Legislature, you vote and
d on' t e v e n r emember how you v ot ed . T here ar e no n d e sc r i p t
presidents who have written books. There w a s a n e nt i r e
p erio d i n Am e r ic a n h i st o r y where t h e r e wa s a ser i e s of
presidents and it is like a blank and nobody remembers their
name and if you gave their name in a vacuum, people wouldn' t
even know w h a t t h ey d id . Th ey wou l d p r o b a b l y t h ink t h e y
were somebody who played for the Nebraska football team, had
been red shirted for about six years and then were t o o ol d
to play and somebody told the NCAA so he d idn' t p l ay . But
really he was a president, but n obody knew . You f i n d t h ose
things out by reading books. Books are found in libraries.
A lot of what the Leg islature does , and be i ng t he
representative and spokes whatever i t i s , of t h e peop l e ,
deal in symbolism. There is a symbol i s m i n t he Leg i s l at ur e
cutting mone y from l i b r a r i es . I t i s no t on l y
anti-intellectual, it is ant i - l i t e r ar y . A nd, ag a i n I d on ' t
want us to use our relatively modest standards of literacy
a s a b a s i s b y w h ic h we judge everybody's literacy. There
are people who go into museums, there are people who go into
libraries, some people go there to sleep, some go th e r e t o
look at the people who come into the library, some go there
to read, some go there to study, and there is a difference
between reading and studying. You find this difference out
by read i n g b o o ks . Th er e was a man named Bacon, I t h i n k i t
was Bacon , an d h e sai d t h at some books are to be just
s ampled, others are to be c h ewed a nd swal l o w ed . The
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