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change.

SENATOR BE UTLER: Mr. Speaker and memb ers o f t h e
Legislature, it has been everybody' s desire, a nd I r e c o g n i z e
that desire, to hear what i t is th at the Appropriations
Committee has to offer and to think about that and t o v ot e
on it, and what I am offering you now is the Appropriations
Committee amendment. It is the Appropria''ons Committee
amendment with one small change and the change is that it
does not strike the 2 percent across the board cut. So what
is being offered to you is what everybody h as been wa n t i ng
to hear about, and I suggest that w e get on with t h e
business of the day and discuss the Appropriations Committee
amendment. If you adopt the App ropriations Committee
amendment, in whole or in part as it is presented to you
now, then you will have whatever amount you adopt a s t h e
Appropriations Committee amendment, whether it is 5 million
or 10 million or the entire 15 million, and i n a d d i t i on you
will have an across the board 2 percent cut. Theoretically,
you could have a $30 million cut if you adopt the entire
Appropriations Committee amendment. But what I pledge to
you personally and what I know to be the feeling o f t h e
people I have been working with is that to the extent that
you adopt the Appropriations Committee amendment, t he a c r o s s
the board percent that would currently be in the amendment
would be taken out. For example, if you adopt $15 million
worth of Appropriations Committee amendments, then the
entire 2 percent, I think, stands a very g o o d c h a nc e o f
b eing e l i m i n a t e d c o mpl e t e l y . I f you adopt half of it, then
the 2 p e r c e n t acr o ss t h e bo ar d would b e re du ce d t o
1 percent . I n ot h er wo r d s , I think everybody's total
objective, everybody's objective, t el l me i f I am wr ong ,
everybody' s objective by and l arge has been t o ge t up t o
that $15 million figure, to get $15 million worth o f c u t s ,
and this affords you both of what you want. I t a l l o w s yo u
the opportunity to vote on t he Appropriations Committee
a mendments and it a llows you to g e t t o t h e $ 15 mi l l i o n
either by the Appropriations Committee amendment o r b y
rejecting it and going a str aight 2 percent a cros s t h e
board, or by a combination thereof which would come to pass
by reducing the 2 percent across the bo ard proportionately
to the extent that you adopt the Appropriations Committee
amendment. So that is where we are. And if we can think
through this and get to our $15 mi l l i o n ma r k t h r ou g h t h e
process of this a m endment and the n finally hopefully
adopting what is called the Beutler amendment now, we might
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